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Educating for Eternity

The crowning achievement and ultimate goal of an educational institution 
is to enable students to move beyond the classroom and serve others.  Last 
month, we witnessed that goal being realized!  Hundreds of students applied 
the knowledge they learned in the classroom to the world around them as 
they served the community through our school’s annual Servathon, Project 
SHINE 2013!  In this program, our students invest their time and resources to 
helping those who need it most.  As the week came to a close, it was evident 
how demonstrating Christ’s love can have an effect on “our neighbors.”  
After helping build an urban garden in Detroit, one student commented 
how thankful she was to  know this opportunity existed and that she would 
continue to serve over the summer.  

Over the week, we gave out 100 Gospels of John and desert angel kits to the 
HHT 6/8 CAV, 4IBCT, 101st AB troop in Afghanistan, built urban gardens in 
Detroit, made blankets for kids entering foster care, provided craft kits for 
children in long term hospital care, spent a heart-warming afternoon at a 
senior citizens home and so much more. We were excited at the thought of 
impacting others and sharing the love of God with them, and although we 
cannot speak for everyone, we know that serving them likely impacted us 
more!  Each project provided a glimpse into the needs of the “world outside 
our walls”, giving each student a solid experience in servant-leadership. This 
vital skill is a core value that our students take into the rest of their lives as 
citizens of this world and God’s kingdom.

PCA students created new perspectives and hope, not only for the people they 
served, but for themselves.  NOW THAT IS SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE!    

STUDENTS ON A MISSION
;caaīb]hl�EīhfZWYĪ

Continued on next page

628 Servants 
2500 Hours
16 Ministries 
Ronald McDonald House
Mott Children’s Hospital
Capuchin Soup Kitchen
Orphan Care
Detroit Rescue Mission
Salvation Army
Penrickton Center for Blind 
Children
Big Family of Michigan
Bandages for Ghana
American House Retirement
Voice of the Martyrs Colombia 
Parachute Project
Gleaners Food Bank
World Medical Relief
Grace Centers of Hope
Starfish Family Services
Focus Hope



As Christian parents and educators, we endeavor to build the lives of our 
������������������ϐ��������������ǯ�������������������������������������������
dark world.  It is awesome to watch our students boldly proclaim His 
name to a needy community. 

As you review this edition of Plymouth Christian Academy’s Eagle 
Vision, take note of the many beautiful images offered inside that 
demonstrate our students preparing for lives of service.

Let us, as a school community, proclaim with the Apostle Paul, “Glory 
belongs to God, whose power is at work in us.  By this power He can do 
��ϔ���������������������������������������Ǥǳ
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Your Project SHINE gifts and support resulted in service to 16 local and global 
ministries by 628 students and staff for a total of 2500 hours. Please know of the 
tremendous difference your gift means to our students and the advancement of God’s 
kingdom through Christian education.  

Beth Larabee and Peggy Paulson
���������������������
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Team Dos Amigas placed 4th at the Robofest World 
Championship for the Jr. Exhibition.  This is the second 
year in a row they have placed at the Worlds.  This year, 
we competed against teams from Canada, Ohio, Florida, 
Mexico, Texas and South Korea.  Team members are 
Hadlee Chubb,7th grade, and Sarah Fernandes, 6th grade. 
Team PyroTechs took home the People’s Choice Award 
for Michigan.  This award is given to the favorite Michigan 
team.  It is based on votes by the people and judges 
attending Robofest.  Fifth grade team members are Caleb 
DeVries, JC Feraro, and Caleb Bartes.  Teams from Brazil, 
China and India were also present in different competitions.  
�������������������ϐ���������������������������������������
Robofest soon.  PCA was well represented by our students!  

Elementary Robotics-Robofest 2013
Congratulations to the 5th grade PCA robotics team “The Pyrotechs”.    They placed 
3rd at the State Championship and were able to advance to the Robofest World 
Championship on May 18th.  Members include Caleb Bartes, Caleb DeVries and JC 
Feraro.  Robotics Coordinator and Secondary Computer Teacher is Jessica Wash 
and Assistant Coach is Francis Feraro.  Their robot, made of Lego bricks, is a half-
time show that shoots baskets and does tricks on the court while spectator robots 
are cheering them on from the bleachers. 

Middle School Robotics-Robofest 2013
PCA’s middle school robotics team “Dos Amigas” were able to advance to the 
Robofest World Championship on May 18th. Their robot provides relief to victims 
of natural disasters by carrying supplies to them quickly and promptly.  Team 
members are Hadlee Chubb, 7th grade, and Sarah Fernandes, 6th grade.  Assistant 
Coach is Doug Chubb and Robotics Coordinator/Secondary Computer Teacher is 
Jessica Wash.

National Anthem Vocalist-Robofest 2013
PCA 9th grade student Brittany Breton was the National Anthem Vocalist during the Robofest State 
Championship and was invited to sing at the World 
Championship as well!  Way to go Brittany! Teams from six 
different countries, including the U.S.A., competed at the 
Robofest World Championship 2013.  The competition took 
place at Lawrence Tech University on May 18th.  For more 
information about this event you can visit www.robofest.net.

High School Robotics Team-FIRST Competition 2013
PCA’s high school robotics team “The Atoms Family” had a 
�������������������������������������ϐ������������������������
tournaments.  Working alongside professional engineers, 
students build and compete with a robot of their own design.  
This year’s robot was designed to toss Frisbees and climb/hang 
from a pyramid made of rods.  The team consists of 14 students 
and 6 mentors.  Lead mentor is Joe Lemieux and Robotics 
Coordinator/Secondary Computer Teacher is Jessica Wash.  For 
more information about this event go to ���Ǥϐ��������������Ǥ
org or ���Ǥ��ϐ����Ǥ��g.   

Plymouth Christian 
Eagles soar at 
Lawrence Tech 
Robofest World 
Championship 
May 18
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BILLY’S BIO:  Billy “BD” Downs began his restaurant and professional career at the age of fourteen.  
After working at restaurants during high school, Downs enrolled in The School of Hospitality Business 
at Michigan State University.  While attending Michigan State University, Downs participated in 
an internship program in London, England with a restaurateur named Matthew Kirby.  Following 
graduation (1988), Downs accepted a management position from Kirby with a start-up company that 
�������������������������������������������Ǥ�����������ǡ����������������������������ϐ�������ǯ��
Mongolian Grill in Royal Oak, Michigan, in 1992.  With Downs as CEO and President, the Company 
enjoyed great success and grew to 37 Restaurants in 12 states and the country of Mongolia.  The 
Company was recognized for numerous awards including one of the Best Places to work in Michigan. 
In addition, Downs has received the following honors: Restaurant 
Leadership Award (Restaurant Business 2000), Restaurant Innovator 
Award (Restaurant Marketing 2002), Protégé Award (Chain Leader 
Magazine 2005), Humanitarian of the Year (National Restaurant 
Association 2006), and the Presidential Friendship Medal (Presented 
personally to Billy Downs, from the President of Mongolia, October 
29th, 2007.)  In May of 2008, Downs closed the successful sale of BD’s 
Mongolian Grill to Kinderhook Holdings of New York.  Since that time, 
Downs has served as Founder, Board Member and he remains the 
second largest Share Holder of the Company.  Downs has also served 
as a board member of the Michigan Restaurant Association, The School 
of Hospitality Business at Michigan State University, The Technomic’s 
Operator Advisory Board and The Boys and Girls Clubs of South Oakland 
County. Mr. Downs is married (Amy), and has three children (Amanda, 
Abigail, & Brendan).  Downs is also an accomplished multi-sport athlete 
���������������������������������������������������������ϐ�������Ǥ��
Recently, Downs has served as a volunteer leader for World Vision, an 
International Christian Humanitarian Organization.  Downs also coaches 
students, aspiring young professionals, and youth basketball. 
See you on Thursday, October 10th!

“Be Strong and Courageous” 

5

���ǯ���������������ǡ������Ǧϐ����������������������������������������ǡ�
October 10!  Mark your calendars now and spend a few minutes with 
your son or daughter before school starts, then stay to network with 
PCA dads and hear a challenge from our keynote speaker, Billy Downs. 

2013 Donuts with Dad

STRENGTH
THE CONFIDENT ASSURANCE 
THAT COMES FROM KNOWING 
THAT WHATEVER I FACE,  MY 
SAVIOR WALKS BESIDE ME, 
GUIDING, SUPPORTING, AND 
PROVIDING EVERYTHING I 
NEED.

COURAGE
THE BOLD HOPE THAT MAKES 
IT POSSIBLE TO TAKE ON ANY 
CHALLENGE, FACE ANY FOE, 
TRUSTING THAT I CAN DO ALL 
THINGS THROUGH CHRIST 
WHO STRENGTHENS ME.
PHILIPPIANS 4:13
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�������������������������������������������������ϐ������������������͵ǡ�ʹͲͳ͵Ǥ��
Shane Daniel Axe weighed 7lbs, 9oz, and was 21.5inches long.  Congratulations! 

Suzanne, Bryan and 
Shane Daniel Axe

▼

Kelly, Jeff and 
Chase Jeffrey Ozanich

▼
PCA’s High School Student 
Production of the Broadway 
Adaption of 
“The Pirates of Penzance” 
Gets Rave Reviews!
7KLV�%URDGZD\�DGDSWLRQ�RI�*LOEHUW�DQG�6XOOLYDQ·V�
famed operetta was presented this past Spring by 
our high students in this lively musical. It is the tale 
of a journeyman pirate who has reached the stage 
in life where he decides he wants to change his ways 
and no longer be a pirate! Unfortunately, his mentor, 
the king of the pirates, had other things in mind! PCA 
High School students would like to thank everyone who 
FDPH�WR�WKLV�\HDU·V�SURGXFWLRQ��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�WKH�
students and to our play director, Miss Martha Koppin, 
for putting on such a wonderful performance.

�������������������������������������������������ϐ����������������ͳǡ�
2013.  Chase Jeffrey Ozanich weighed 8lbs, 6oz, and was 21 inches long.  
Congratulations!

Staff Updates

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY
��������������������������������������������������������Ȃ�����������������������������������������ϐ���������������������
winner. Congratulations to 8th grader, Leah Cann, for her great design! Her graphics will be used to customize the cover 
of the 2013-14 planner for the entire secondary school!   Way to go, Leah!
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Class of 2013: Equipped to Make a Change  
At Plymouth Christian Academy, it is our goal to produce graduates who excel spiritually and academically, grounded 
in His Word and servants at heart. Not only do we prepare them to go out into the world, we equip them to change it. 
�������������ʹͲͳ͵��������ϐ�������������Ǥ�
As we see our graduates prepare to impact our world for Christ, 2 Corinthians 3 comes to mind: “You yourselves are 
our letter, written on our  hearts, known and read by everyone. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result 
of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
������������Ǥ���������ϐ�������������������������������������
��Ǥ�������������������������������������������������
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.”
Students, thank you for your dedication and years at PCA. As you go, please know that you are the glory of 
every teacher, parent, grandparent, youth minister, mentor and friend that has invested in you. You are our 
recommendation letter; proof that God worked through us and that our lives have meaning. From all of them, 
 thanks for letting us have input into the beautiful masterpiece that God calls you!

On Sunday, June 9th, the following students 
will graduate from Plymouth Christian Academy:

Abraham, Jenna
Aitken, Abigail
Anleitner, Mary
Baloga, Trevor
Bottorff, Kayli
Brown, Taylor
Bucher, Bethany
Carpenter, Sydney
DeBiasi, Julianna
Dotson, Leaha
Farraj, Mousa
Gogola, Trevor
Groenewoud, Kendall

Harold, Nathan
Hinchcliff, Ashlyn
Hood, Olivia
Houston, Lesley
Huber, Alexander
Ibach, Drew
Lauch, Jasmine
Lemieux, Megan
Levack, Ethan
Manni, Jonathan
Manns, Tyler
Marano, Zach
Marker, Brandon

Mills, Tyler
Newton, Jordan
Nichols, Jacob
Noel, Mitchell
Norred, Krista
O'Neill, Shawn
Parks, James
Paul, Nicholas
Paulson, Lauren
Peruski, Zachery
Postma, Caleb
Read, Matthew
Reese, Nakayla

Roedding, Lindsay
Rose, Ian
Ross, Daniel
Roy, Connor
Smith, Allison
Stafford, Robert
Sumner, Matthew
Tashnick, Darian
Wilkinson, Leah
Windle, Karen
Zomermaand, Steven

The following is a list of those colleges fortunate enough to have our new 
alumni enrolled beginning this summer:

University of Michigan
Michigan State University
Eastern Michigan University
U of M Dearborn
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University
^ĐŚŽŽůĐƌĂŌ��ŽůůĞŐĞ

Lipscomb University

Grand Valley State University
�ĞĚĂƌǀŝůůĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ

�ĞƚŚĞů��ŽůůĞŐĞ

Taylor University
Madonna University
dŚĞ��ŝƚĂĚĞů�DŝůŝƚĂƌǇ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�ŽĨ�^�

University of Detroit Mercy
Lawrence Technical University

Indiana Wesleyan University
,ĞŶƌǇ�&ŽƌĚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽůůĞŐĞ

�ĂůǀŝŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞ

Oakland University
tĂƐŚƚĞŶĂǁ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽůůĞŐĞ

US Airforce
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DUAL ENROLLMENT 
COMING TO PCA!
Plymouth Christian Academy is excited to announce a pilot 
program of dual enrollment in partnership with Concordia 
University-Ann Arbor (CUAA).  This program allows us 
to offer college courses for our juniors and seniors in 
the 2013-14 school year.  Dual enrollment allows high 
school students to earn both high school credit as well as 
university credit for select courses.  The program, available 
to public school students for some time now at no cost 
to the student, parent or school, has recently been made 
available to private school students due to a change in the 
law.  We plan to offer a mixture of online courses that our 
students can take during the school day, as well as certify 
members of our faculty as CUAA adjunct instructors so 
that they can teach dual credit courses on the PCA campus 
during regular school hours.  The online courses available 
to our students are:

�����������������������������������ϐ�����������������
faculty members so that we might provide on-site courses 
taught by our teachers.  We will have more information 
regarding that venue of course delivery in future 
communications.  In order to take a course a student must 
meet the eligibility criteria established by the State of 
Michigan.  Eligibility is determined by a student’s MME, 
ACT, SAT, or PSAT scores.  Students interested in this 
opportunity should see Mrs. Karen Baker, our High School 
Counselor, to determine their eligibility. Eligible students 
must submit an application.  Additional information is 
available at the CUAA link www.cuaa.edu/highschool.  The 
application must be coordinated through Mrs. Baker and 
approved by Mrs. Hott, High School Principal, by May 23.  
The entire application process with Concordia must be 
completed before July 1, 2013.  We are excited to offer this 
dual enrollment pilot program with Concordia University-
Ann Arbor which provides PCA students with the 
opportunity to take college courses during the school day 
and receive college and high school credit simultaneously—
free of charge!  If you have any questions you may contact 
Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Hott, or Dr. Wood.

The 2013 Merit 
Scholarship Competition
Over 1.5 million students in some 
22,000 high schools around the 
nation (including PCA’s Class of 
2013) take the PSAT (Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test) in October. This 
����������ϐ������������������
to enter the National Merit 
Program, which is a nationwide 
competition for recognition and 
awards conducted by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation. 
PCA is honored to announce senior Nathan Harold as a 
recipient of the National Merit Scholarship program. He 
was amongst 16,000 of those high performers who were 
������������������ϐ�������������������������������������
�����Ǥ�����ϐ���������������������������������������������
in the Merit Scholarship competition and advance to 
the Finalist standing by meeting a number of additional 
requirements. Nathan completed all requirements 
successfully within the National Merit Program.  
Congratulations Nathan Harold!
̵��������������������������Ͷͷ����������������
�������������������

Ȉ�����ͳ͵Ͳ�����������inciples of Management
Ȉ������ͳͲͳ������������������
Ȉ������ʹͶ�������������������������������������
Ȉ���
�ͳͲ͵������������������������������������ǣ������������
Ȉ���
�ͳͲͶ��������������������������������
Ȉ������ͳͷ͵������������������������������
Ȉ����
�ͳ͵ͳ�����������������������������
Ȉ�����ͳͲͳ������������������������������������
Ȉ�����ͳͲͳ����������������������������������

Congratulations to our Math 
Competition Students on their 
Outstanding Performances!
A group of our high school students competed at 
Oakland Christian on April 29, with the following 
results: 

Nathan Harold, 1st overall, Calculus 

Mackenzie Jones, 2nd overall, Algebra 2 

Matt Cusumano/ Brendan Hogan, 

   tied for 2nd overall, Algebra 1 

Calculus Team, 1st place 

Algebra 1 Team, 1st place 

Algebra 2 Team, 2nd place 

Geometry Team, 2nd place 

Pre-calculus Team, 3rd place

Go Tea
m 

PCA!



Class of 2013 Senior Trip to Costa Rica Diary 
Day 1: This morning we left for Costa Rica.  Thanks to all the families who came to send us off!  May we remember that all of us – us on our 
trip and you praying for us at home – are one in the Spirit. Thanks be to God who binds all of our hearts together in love.
�������ϐ�����������Ǥ��������������͵�����������������������������������͵ǡͷͲͲ������ǡ����ϐ�����������������������������Ǥ��������������ǡ��������
��������������ǡ��������������������Ǥ���������������������������������������Ǥ�����������ϐ����������������������������Ǥ���������������������������
������������������������������Ǥ�����������������������ǡ����������������������������������ϐ����ǡ���������������������ǡ����������������������
worship singing and a devotional.
Day 2:  We left San Jose at 7am heading to the river for white water rafting.  After stopping for breakfast, we met our guide, Pippi, and 
started our morning of rafting. It was an exciting time! After lunch near the river, we embarked on a 3 hour ride to our hotel near the base 
of the volcano.  At this beautiful hotel, with very spacious rooms, some seniors went swimming while others rested up for the coming days.  
Following dinner, we all crowded into one room where we had devotions and watched Michigan advance to the championship game.
Day 3:  What a fantastic church service!  We enjoyed lunch at  the orphanage and we experienced overwhelming emotions as we did the 
puppets, crafts and sports.  To end this wonderful day, we headed off to the hot springs near the foot of the volcano Arenel.  
All we can say is….FANTASTICO!!!!
We need prayer today. We are mixing cement by hand for an 800 seat auditorium.  We have Engineer Tyler Mills on the job!  And what 
would we do without Sydney Carpenter, who had experience hauling cement in a wheel barrow - we should be good to go!!!
Day 4: We headed off to our mission service project .  The project was to begin to lay the foundation for a children’s food center. The 
�����������������������������̈́ʹͲͲͲ�������������������������ϐ�������������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������������������������
own.  In addition to this children’s food center, they plan to have an 800 seat auditorium to hold church and children events.  When we 
arrived to the property, there was a huge pile of gravel and a pile of sand.  There were also 4 wheel barrows.  We knew our mission.  Praise 
��������������������������������������������������������Ǥ������ϐ����������������������������������ǡ���������������ͺͲǦͳͲͲ�����������������Ǥ��
������������������ǡ����ϐ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������Ǥ�����ϐ�������������������������
ͶͲͲ����������������ͳͷ����������Ǥ�����������������ǡ��������������������������������������ǡ�������������������ϐ��������������������������Ǥ�����
did have a lunch break at a church member’s home, where they fed us a Costa Rican meal. This was a nice break from the task at hand. We 
������������ϐ���������������������Ǥ��������������������������������Ͷǡ����������������������������ϐ��������������Ǥ��������������������������
hotel, ate dinner, relaxed, had devotions and headed off to sleep.  This was a very rewarding and productive day - laying the foundation 
for the work of our Lord will go on.  Thanks to those praying we were safe, and besides a few blisters, sore muscles and some really dirty 
clothes, we made it through.
Day 5:�����������������������������ϐ�������������������������������������������������������Ǥ���������Ǧ�������������������������������
around.  We ate a good breakfast and headed off for a safari type raft trip down the San Carlos River.  We are expecting to see a lot of 
wildlife which will likely include seeing monkeys!  After the tour we will have a nice lunch and begin to prep for our ministry day, serving 
an estimated 200 kids.
Keep us in prayer today… Decisions and life changing events will happen for the children of Costa Rica and the children from the state of 
Michigan.
Day 6: The highlight of today was Ziplining through the rain forest canopy before heading back to San Jose for some souvenier shopping.
Day7:������������������������������������������������������������ϐ�������������������������������������������������������������������������
for a day in the sun before returning to Michigan!
Day 8: The Lord brought us safely through the air to Houston and on to Detroit Metro to waiting family members.  We had a fantastic trip 
with memories to cherish for a lifetime!!

SENIOR TRIP TO   Costa Rica
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Our varsity girls basketball team had a stellar season 
�����������������������������������������������ϐ�����
ever basketball (boys or girls) 
REGIONAL!   After winning their 
District tournament right here on 
our home court against Franklin 
Road Christian, they traveled 
to Bellevue HS for the Regional 
����Ǧϐ���������Ǥ�������������
over Bellevue, we met Inter-City 
������������������������ϐ�����
game and beat them 41 to 35 
to become REGIONAL CHAMPS.  
This feat pitted us against Athens 
����������ϐ����������������������
Quarter-Final competition ever!   
The girls played a great game 
and fought hard, but in the end, 
Athens prevailed by 6 points, 
winning 54 to 48.   And although 
it was a fantastic basketball journey, it was an even better 
spiritual journey for our girls this season.  They had 
decided as a team a couple years ago to pray together on 
the court after each game…inviting the opposing team 
to join them – whether we were the winning team or the 
losing team.   Two extremely special things happened 
during this season:
1)  the girls team at Roeper HS (a secular, private school) 
������������������������������ϐ��������������Ǣ������ʹȌ�����
Athens (a secular, public school) HS girls team prayed 

A Season of ‘Firsts’ in More Ways Than One!!
with our girls as well.   Imagine if you can, all the Athens 
players and fans celebrating with loud cheers - which one 

would expect after winning the 
game and knowing you were 
moving on to the State Semi-
Finals;  and our fans applauding 
our team on their great game.  
Then imagine that same gym 
immediately enveloped in 
total silence as people in the 
stands began to realize what 
was happening on the court 
when their girls joined ours and 
our own Karen Windle began 
to pray.  The Athens crowd 
seemed completely overcome 
by this special moment between 
the teams and we wouldn’t 
be surprised if there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the place.   The out-

pouring of positive comments from the Athens players, 
families and fans has been seen on Facebook and You-
Tube and received by Dr. Wood in emails (below).   It was 
obvious that God was working among the crowd that 
night and maybe someday we’ll know just how much 
impact our girls’ testimony made for Christ in those few 
moments.    And….as always…WAY TO GO EAGLES!!!  

��������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������
center of the court. As their season was closing they never 
����������������ǡ������������������
��Ǥ����������������������
���������������������������Ǥ��̵�������������

������͗ͷǣ�ǲ�����ǡ��ǯ����������������������������������Ǥ�
�������������������������������������������������������
Athens Battle Creek at Battle Creek Central tonight. 
���������������������������������������������������
������������������Ǥ���������������������������������
��������������������������������ǡ���������������������
����ǡ����������
��������ǨǨǨ����������������������
��������������ǡ����������������������������������Ǥ�����
�������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������ǨǨǨ������������������
������������	���������������������������������������
���������������������������������Ǥ������ǯ������������
���������������������ǨǨ�������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������
���������������ǨǨ����������ǨǨǨ����������������������
����������������������������Ǥǳ

������͗ǣ�ǲ�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������ǡ����������
���������Ǥ����������������������������������������������������������
������ǯ���������������ǡ���ǡ������������������������Ǥ������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������
�����ǡ���������Ǥ�����������������������������������	��������ȋ�����
�������Ȍ��������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������Ǥ����������������������������������������������������
������������������������Ǣ����������ǯ�������������������������������Ǥ�
����ǯ����������������������������������������������������ǡ���������������
��������������Ǥ����������������������������������������������������
�������������������������	��������������������������������������������Ǥ�

��������Ǩǳ

God  was  honored  and  God  was  glorified  by  our  players,  coaches,  and  fans  on  a  very  special  evening  last  February.    How  we  reacted  to  losing  a  

basketball  game  was  used  by  our  Lord  to  be  a  witness  of  Himself  to  others.    Let’s  continue  to  give  all  praise,  honor,  and  glory  to  our  great  God  

and  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ!       www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODsM1HAJviw    

ÀJĪWb_g�[cf�\]i]b\�īg�W``�ĪcdZ$�

F`lacīhĪ�;Īf]gh]Wb�Á
E-mails from Athens Parents
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PCA Junior Wins
National Competition!
PCA Junior LUKE HOLMES was selected as a NATIONAL WINNER of the 2013 
Study Trip Award sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of 
German (AATG). Nearly 23,000 students participated in the program, 
including all of PCA’s German I, II and III students. After qualifying with 
a high score (top 10% nationwide) on the 2013 National German Exam, 
he submitted responses to several short essay questions in German and 
in English and was then interviewed by a committee comprised of high 
school teachers and college professors of German.  Luke is one of only 44 
outstanding German students selected from across the US to receive the 
award, which includes round-trip air transportation to Germany, a home 
stay with a host family, and excursions to places of cultural and historical 
�����ϐ������Ǥ����������������������������������������������������������������
Federal Republic of Germany.  
���
���������������������������������������
����������Ǩ

Announcing the winners of the P CA Annual P hotography C ontest! 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following students: 2nd Place Human Interest, Natalie Kral; 1st Place Human 
Interest, Jonathan Manni; 2nd Place Landscape, Lauren Schlientz; 1st Place Landscape, Lauren Schlientz; 1st 
Place Animal, Erin Wiedenbeck; and Best of Show goes to junior Erich Lingg. Entries to the photo contest are 
hanging on the wall just outside the library – check them out!

Science Department Gift Already Being Put to Good Use
Müller-BBM Vibroacoustic Systems, located in Ann Arbor, recently donated $10,000 to the Plymouth Christian Secondary 
Science Department. “At some point in the future there will not be someone to grade your homework. That is the time 
when critical thinking skills are going to be the tools that allow you to be successful,” explained Dr. John E Huff, President 
of Müller-BBM’s US Operations.  “At PCA, we see that the Secondary Science Department is working to develop these 
skills. That is why we are proud to be able to support the department with this gift.”
At PCA, the Secondary Science Department is incorporating an inquiry-based model for learning to enable the students 
to do more than just recite the information in a textbook. By doing investigations that lead to the needed answers, the 
students have an active part in their learning. Thus, they are 
better able to critically evaluate their own results and are better 
prepared for the independent learning which is necessary at 
the college level.
“Curious learners want to know the ‘whys’ and ‘hows’, ” said 
Dr. Huff. He went on describe how the ability to investigate new topics would serve the students well in their future 
professions. Müller-BBM is a global company that provides measurement systems for acoustics and vibrations to many 
of the world’s best known brands. Dr. Huff stated, “Our value to our customers is partnering with them to provide creative 
solutions to problems that could not be solved previously.”
The gift from Müller-BBM is already being put to good use. The purchase of the curriculum for the new Earth Science class, 
starting in the fall of 2013, and a self-contained chemistry hood were made possible by the donation. These additions to 
PCA’s science department will allow students to investigate a broader range of topics than were possible in the past.
Müller-BBM is pleased to see the caliber of students graduating from PCA and is happy to help the science department 
with their goal of equipping these students to be and do their best. Dr. Huff concluded , “We look forward to seeing some 
���������������������������������ϐ�������������������Ǥǳ



Great Start in Begindergarten     
at PCA! 

PCA is pleased to announce the 
addition of “Begindergarten” - a “young 
ϐ����ǳ������������������������������
educational and developmental needs of 
���������������������ϐ���������������������
summer or fall.  Begindergarten allows 
these children with later birthdays 
the opportunity to grow and become 
���ϐ���������������������������������
entering Kindergarten.   Class will meet 

Monday through Thursday each week from 11:45 am - 
2:30 pm, with the option of adding an extra enrichment 
day on Friday.  Begindergarten will offer a complete 
curriculum including Bible, reading, phonemic awareness, 
literacy skills, math, science, social studies, world language, 
art, music, and physical education.  Play will also be 
an important part of each class day as students learn 
friendship and social skills.  
We are excited about the staff God has led to this program.  
Mrs. Stephanie Hess, master teacher, has a passion for and 
deep connection to PCA.  She has been a parent volunteer 
for many years.  Her husband, Jeff, is a PCA alumni (Class 
of 1002) and a former chairman of the Board of Regents.  
Their four children, Brendan (9th), Camden (7th), Peyton 
(5th) and Megan (1st) all attend PCA.  Mrs. Hess graduated 
from the University of Michigan 
Dearborn with a degree in Elementary 
Education and Early Childhood 
Development.  Her previous 
experience includes teaching at both 
the Preschool and Begindergarten 
levels.   She loves the energy and 
curiosity of the young learner and 
plans on making her classroom a fun 
place of discovery with lots of “hands 
on” learning.

Mrs. Allison Spencer will be assisting in the Begindergarten 
classroom.  Mrs. Spencer has been a Kindergarten 
Assistant and substitute teacher at PCA for seven years.  
Her son, Slate, also attends PCA.  Mrs. Spencer has an 
Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education and a 
�����ϐ��������������������������Ǥ�������������������������
own “Computers for Kids” company.  She is well known 
around PCA for her cheerful and nurturing spirit.  Both 
Mrs. Hess and Mrs. Spencer are looking forward to what 
God will do in the lives of the children this next year!

~Bonnie Varney
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6th GRADE BUDDIES:
Kindergarten and 6th grade have enjoyed being 
buddies this year. The 
6th graders helped 
their kindergarten 
buddy with reading 
and math activities. 
They had a blast! This 
vital program helps our 
kindergartners become 
PRUH�FRQÀGHQW�DW�3&$��
Parents and students 
LOVE the experience 
DQG�ZH·UH�H[FLWHG�WR�
partner once again for 
the upcoming school 
year.

Annual Spelling Bee Held

at Plymouth Christian

���������������������ϐ����������������������������
commitment to host the Association of Christian Schools 
International Spelling Bee and what an exciting day it 
was in the life of our school.  We welcomed eight schools 
from our district and after months of memorization and 
��������ǡ�����������ͳͲͲ���������������ϐ�����Ǧ��������
grade showcased their spelling talents this past January.  
Year after year the spelling bee has been a wellspring of 
pride, nervousness and good cheer as kids throughout 
the district pit their spelling skills against one another.  
While only one student walked away the top speller, 
the rest of the competitors gained an unforgettable 
experience during their time in the bee.  We are so 
proud of their accomplishments.  

Jasmyn Edwards, 3rd place
Nathan Sutrick, 2nd place
JC Feraro, 4th place
Caleb Godin, 1st place
Nicholas Schmucker, 3rd place

Josh Metz, 1st place
Jayne Harju, 4th place
Taylor Mistele, 2nd place
Brendan Hogan, 1st place
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OUR VARSITY BOYS AND GIRLS TRACK TEAMS ARE EXPERIENCING ANOTHER 
GREAT SEASON AND WE CONGRATULATE THEM on taking 2nd place for both the boys and the girls at 
the track Regional on Saturday, May 18th.  Some new school records were set and some athletes posted 
��������������������Ǥ�������������������������������ϐ�����������������������������������������ϐ���������
to participate in the State Finals on Saturday, June 1st.  Our State Track team girls are:  Megan Lemieux 
(discus), Terra Crown (3200 relay, 1600m run, 3200m run), Karen Windle (3200m relay, 800m run, 1600m 
relay), Rachel Smith (3200 m relay and 1600m relay), Kelsey Williamson (3200m relay), Rachel Fuller 
(1600m relay), Rachel Murdock (1600m relay).  Our State Track team boys are: Mick Noel (high jump), 
Lucas Albrecht (alt 800 relay), Isaac Middleton (high hurdles), Ethan Levack (3200m relay, 1600m run, 
3200m run), Trevor Baloga (1600 m run), Jimmy Parks (1600m relay), Ian Rose (800m relay, 1600m relay), 
Jacob Nichols (3200m relay, 300 hurdles), Jacob Bailey (3200 relay, 800m run, 1600m relay), Joey Fanelli 
(3200m relay, 800m run, 1600m relay), Joseph Iacopelli (800m relay), and Torre Crown (800m relay). 

VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL EXPERIENCING A SUCCESSFUL SEASON THIS SPRING.  
They currently hold a 15 and 5 win-loss record.  We congratulate them for their District Tournment win 
on June 1.
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�����������������������Ͷͷ���������������������������
�����������������������������������������ǡ������ͷǤ�������
����������ϔ������������������������������Ǥ 

Congratulations to 
���������������������
����������������
state for the High 
�������ͼǦͺǨ

�����������������������������������������������;���
��������������������������;ͶͶǨ

�����������������������ͺ���;ͶͶ������������ȋ����
	������ǡ�������������ǡ�������������ǡ������������Ȍ�
������������;���������������������Ǩ
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Way to go Eagles!!
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Our girls soccer program has seen much success over the years, including back-to-back MIAC conference 
championships and playing competitively at the State Tournament.  This year, however, brought a unique 
������Ȃ��������������������Ǥ���������������������������������������������������������������������������ϐ�����
�������������������������������������������������������ͳͳ��������ϐ������������Ǥ��������������������������������ǡ�����
girls worked hard to keep the season alive! They chose to persevere through the season knowing adversity 
�������������������������Ǥ�����������Ǧ����ǡ�����Ǧ������������������������������������ϐ�������������������������
hard with good attitudes, showing much support for each 
��������������������������������������������ϐ������������Ǥ�
After a 3-win season against tremendous odds, and winning 
our District Tournament, we are waiting for the rest of the 
story to continue about these dedicated and committed 
student athletes and their coaches.  

Eagle’s Athlete Will Soon Become 
a Wildcat

Lauren Paulson, PCA senior and varsity soccer player has been awarded an athletic 
scholarship from Indiana Wesleyan University.  Lauren will be joining the Wildcats 
Soccer team where she will continue to play defense.  Lauren’s passion has been the 
game of soccer since she starting playing with the Plymouth Recreation Department 
��������������ϐ�������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������������������������
was given through the Plymouth Reign Soccer Club from the age of ten.  Lauren is 
grateful for the inspiration she received from Miki Djerisilo, Plymouth Reign Coach.  
Miki taught her respect and passion for the game and how to always give her best on 

����ϐ����Ǥ��
Lauren loves soccer, but knows her main objective while at IWU is 
her degree.  She will be pursuing a degree in Nursing.  Go Wildcats! 

Varsity Girls Soccer ~ 
    A Unique Season:

�����������������������Ͷͷ����������������
������������������������������������������ǨǨ

Eagle CountryWay to go Eagles!!
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The P.C.A. elementary choirs have new names and are made up 
of new members this year.  Every 4th grader at PCA chose to be in 
the “Academy Singers” choir.  25 girls in 5th and 6th grade joined 
the “Bella Canto” choir and 24 boys in 5th and 6th grade joined the 
“Plymouth Praisers” choir.  All three choirs sang at Waltonwood, 
the Christmas and spring elementary concerts, Laurel Park 
Place Mall, Christmas and Grandparents Day chapels, and for the 
Calvary Jet Set Christmas luncheon.  In addition, the 4th graders 
sang at Jackson Christian School, and the 5th and 6th graders 
sang at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth.  Kristin Chamberlain 
directed all three of the elementary choirs.
The middle and high school choirs had wonderful performance 
opportunities this year as well.  The secondary choirs performed 
at a fall chapel and led a worship song “Love the Lord your 
God” which centered on the Secondary P.C.A. theme for chapel 
this year (“Love the Lord with your mind”).  The choirs went to 
Waltonwood retirement home and enjoyed performing for the 
residents there.  The choirs also performed at the Christmas 
and spring concerts.  Kristin Chamberlain is the director of the 
secondary choirs. They were accompanied by Donna Shinn of 
Calvary Baptist Church.  The choirs and bands teamed together 
������������������������������ϐ�����������������������������
concert.   
The 24 member middle school choir was made up of 7th and 8th 
graders.  The middle school choirs enjoyed having Rachel Smith 
(violinist) accompany one of their songs this spring.  The middle 
school choirs also performed compositions that they wrote in 
choir class.  7th grader, Ann Stein, and 8th grader, Stephen Riesen, 
accompanied the choirs on their songs.  The 8th grade choir will 
sing two songs at their 8th grade celebration in June.
The 14 member high school choir was made up of students who 
were able to take the class daily.  Students who were unable to 
ϐ����������������������������������������������������������������
school lunch bunch choir.  These choir members committed 
to meeting every Monday during lunch and sometimes for a 
homeroom to learn music and perform at the concerts.  The high 
school choir sang at the Thanksgiving chapel.  Senior, Connor 
Roy, wrote songs which were performed at the Christmas and 
spring concerts.  Three choir seniors, Leaha Dotson, Jasmine 
Lauch, and Connor Roy, performed the national anthem for 
homecoming and will also perform a trio at graduation.    
High school choir student, 9th�������ǡ����������������ǡ�������ϐ����
God as she sang the National Anthem at the Robofest state 
championship.  The Robofest team appreciated Brittany’s 
rendition of the National Anthem so much that Brittany has 
been invited to sing at the World Championship on May 18th at 
Lawrence Tech University.  Excellent job, Brittany!
It has been a blessing and a joy for Mrs. Chamberlain to direct 
these six choirs this year!
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�������Ǥǳ�ͷ�������������ͷǣͺǦͼ�

Some call it “giving back” while 
others think they are participating 
in a process of “paying it forward”, 
but whatever the case, we are to give. 
Whenever we as Christians give, we 
do it in the name of the God who made 
us, sent his Son to be with us, to save 
us because He loves us. Beginning 
in preschool at Plymouth Christian, 
we strive to educate our students in 
the process of giving—gifts of song 
and time at local retirement centers, 
participating in our local food banks 
and shelters and truly serving those in 
need.  If we limited this giving during 
certain times of the year, we would be 
sending the wrong message. Our hope 
is that we spread the good  news of the 
gospel in word and deed throughout 
the year—on a daily basis. By the time 
our students reach high school, they 
are equipped to go out into the world 
to share their faith, stand on biblical 
principles and be Christian leaders. 
Thank you for sending your children to 
Plymouth Christian and allowing us to 
train them to be servants of the King.  
So, continue to SHINE a light in our 
community and around the world in 
the days and years to come. 

NORTHRIDGE CHURCH ORPHAN CARE MINISTRY

BIG FAMILY OF MICHIGAN    www.bigfamilyofmichigan.org

SALVATION ARMY OF PLYMOUTH
Sandy Kollinger, Volunteer & Special Events Coordinator 
9451 S. Main Street, Plymouth – 734-453-5464  
www.usc.salvationarmy.org/usc/www_usc_plymouth.nsf

BANDAGES OF GHANA
www.baptistmedicalcenter.org

DETROIT RESCUE MISSION MINISTRIES
Rachael Williams, Director of Volunteer Services
313-993-4700, Ext 4715
rwilliams@drmm.org���������www.drmm.org

MOTT CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AND THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE
Mott Community Relations-Byron Myer, 734-232-5631
www.mottchildren.org
Ronald McDonald House, Ann Arbor; Kim Kelly, Executive Director, 
͵ͶǦͻͻͶǦͶͶͶʹ����Ȉ����rmh-annarbor.org

AMERICAN HOUSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
39201 Joy Road, Westland – 734-468-1113

PENRICKTON CENTER FOR BLIND CHILDREN
Sharlene K. Garcia, Volunteer Coordinator
26530 Eureka Road, Taylor, MI 48180 – 734.946.7500
sharlene@penrickton.com���������penrickton.com

GLEANERS
Reggie Williams, Volunteer Coordinator for Kids Helping Kids
2131 Beaufait St, Detroit – (313) 923-3535
���������̷��ϐ�Ǥ��g������������Ǥ��ϐ�Ǥ���Ȁ����Ȁ���������r

GRACE CENTERS OF HOPE
Mary Beth Harvill, Volunteer coordinator
��������̷�������������ϐ����Ǥ��g����������Ǥ�������������ϐ����Ǥ��g

STARFISH FAMILY SERVICES
Crystal Givens, Volunteer Coordinator 
6WDU¿VK�)DPLO\�6HUYLFHV�������+LYHOH\�5G��,QNVWHU��0,�������±�������������
�������̷�ϐ���Ǥ��g������������Ǥ����ϐ���������Ǥ��g

CAPUCHIN SOUP KITCHEN
Roy Hoelscher, Volunteer Coordinator
�����0HGEXU\��'HWURLW��0,�������±�313-822-8606, ext. 10
RHoelscher@cskdetroit.org���������www.cskdetroit.org

FOCUS: HOPE
Brittney Lilly, Volunteer Coordinator 
�����2DNPDQ�%RXOHYDUG��'HWURLW��0,�������±����������������GLUHFW 
ďƌŝƩŶĞǇ͘ůŝůůǇΛĨŽĐƵƐŚŽƉĞ͘ĞĚƵ���������ǁǁǁ͘ĨŽĐƵƐŚŽƉĞ͘ĞĚƵ

WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF
&DURO\Q�5DFNO\HIW��9ROXQWHHU�&RRUGLQDWRU
11745 Rosa Parks Blvd, Detroit, MI 48206 – (313) 866-5333
info@worldmedicalrelief.org���������ZZZ�ZRUOGPHGLFDOUHOLHI�FRP 
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��������������Ǥ�Ǥ���������������������������������������������������ϐ����������������������Ǥ�������������������������
conditions, away from the comforts of home that we often take for granted.  To demonstrate our gratitude for our 
heroes, Plymouth Christian seniors put together 12 Miracle Boxes for several troops stationed in Afghanistan.  This 
project is very special to my heart because my nephew, Lt. Jesse Backman is serving in Afghanistan and we were 
��������������������������Ǥ���������������������������������������������������������ϐ�����������������������������
and Calvary Baptist Church.  While in Iraq two years ago, Jesse’s son, Titus was born and we were praising the Lord 
for his safe return last year.  Just prior to his deployment this past March, Jesse had to say goodbye to his 3 week old 
son, Lincoln.  Please keep Jesse’s wife, Michelle, in your prayers as she watches over their boys.  Care packages provide 
warm messages and familiarities from home and we were blessed to be a part of this project.  The letters from our 
��������ǡ������ǡ���ϐ����������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ�����Ǩ���������������������
����������������������������������������������ϐ�������������ǯ�������������������ǣȀȀ��������������Ǥ���Ȁ����Ǥ�������������
packages to :   1Lt. Jesse Backman - Operation Enduring Freedom, HHT, 6-8 CAV, 41BCT - FOB Shank - Apo ae 09364
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Plymouth Christian,

Thank you so much for the care packages you sent to our troop here in Afghanistan.  Your kindness is evident in your willingness to show support for us while we are here.  We have been in country about three months now and it is amazing what our soldiers are doing over here.  I see bravery and commitment everyday from soldiers who hail from all different backgrounds and faiths.  Regardless of their history, our soldiers deserve the support of the nation back home.
Thank you so much again and I hope you are blessed for your support.

Robert E. HeightchewCPT IN
Commanding
“Greater love has no man than this; that he would lay down his life for his friends.”  John 15:13
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”He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my 
refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.”  Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous 
pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and 
buckler. ~Psalm 91

Mrs Larabee,

We received more packages from your amazing school. I have attached some pictures of them opening the packages. We have passed out items in the Box’s not only to our unit but other Soldiers within the entire Squadron. Please let your students know that they are having a huge impact not only on my unit but the other units in my Squadron. I have attached some pictures of LT Backman, Soldiers opening packages and The Command Team,
which includes myself, LT Backman and our Commander CPT Heightchew. We really can’t thank you enough for all the wonderful support that you and your students have provided us. I hope you enjoy the pictures!!! 

The pictures I sent of LT Backman are a way to show you what he is really doing here in Afghanistan. Thanks again!!

Ma’am,
 
Thank you so much fo

r thinking of our 

soldiers here at FOB
 Shank. Jesse Backma

n 

was kind enough to s
hare some of the car

e 

packages you had sen
t to my unit and we 

sure do appreciate i
t! The whole box was

 

gone in a matter of 
seconds:) Hope all i

s 

well with you and th
e great people of th

e 

Plymouth Christian g
roup! We all thank y

ou 

for the prayers and 
blessings!

 
 
1LT Jake Wright

B/3-7 IN, 4IBCT

����������
��º���

Staged Picture What he is really doing in
Afghanistan
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Alumni News
�������������������������������������������

ALUMNI, we love to hear from you! News about you and your family is important to us and to your 
former classmates. Please visit PCA’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Plymouth-
Christian-Academy-Alumni/.

Douglas Parton, Class of 2001 and his wife Rachel, PCA faculty 2008-2012
Doug and Rachel brought their son Bonsa (“Bo”) home from Ethiopia in September 2012. 
Their family resides in western New York where Doug is the Human Resources Manager for 
Quaker Chemical Corporation

Natalie Rose Gashi, Class of 2001 
�����������������������ǡ�	�����ǡ������������������������������������������ϐ��������������
Abriella Faith.  Abriella was born on January 23, 2013.   

Craig DeLap, Class of 2002 and Erin Young, Class of 2004
Craig and Erin are engaged and will be married on Sept 21, 2013.  Craig is employed as 
the Associate Construction Supervisor at the University of Michigan.  Erin is employed 
as the Supervisor of Care Coordination at IPC, The Hospitalist Company.  They have 
����������������������������������������������ϐ�������������Ǥ��

Lauren Terkoski DuShane, Class of 2002
Lauren and her husband, Carl, welcomed Joseph Henry 
DuShane into the world on April 8, 2013.  Joseph weighed 4# 
12oz and was 18 inches long.  The family resides in Georgia 
where Lauren is working as an elementary teacher.

NOTE TO ALUMNI 
PARENTS…If  your 
students no longer 
live in your home, 
please e-mail alumni@
plymouthchristian.org 
to update their alumni 
information.

Todd Gentry, Class of 1987
Todd is employed by the Denver Police Department and wrote a highly rated book, “A 
Bulletproof Life: A Street Cops Answer to all of Life’s Threats”.  
�����
����������������������������������������ϐ��������������������������������
experience. He works as a member of a specialized unit combating drugs, gangs and 
prostitution in some of the city’s most dangerous areas. Among other achievements, 
he has been awarded the department’s Distinguished Service Cross for apprehending a 
serial rapist that put an end to a series of violent attacks against women.  In “Bulletproof”, 
Todd exhibits his skill at writing and has produced a book that is smooth, easily read, and 
��������������������������������������������������������������ϐ�����Ǥ������������������
�������������������������������������������������ϐ����������ǡ�����������������������������
�������������ϐ���������������������������������
��ǯ��������������������������Ǥ

Doug, Rachel &

Bonsa Parton

▼

Natalie, Festim and Abriella 

Faith Gashi

▼Joseph Henry DuShane ▼

Craig DeLap & Erin Young ▼



Alumni News CONTINUED

Aaron Lorincz, Class of 2007
Congratulations to Aaron for winning the Intercollegiate Singles Bowling Championship in 
Lincoln, Nebraska in April 2013.  Aaron is a junior at Saginaw Valley State University and 
has been the team captain for the past two seasons.  He is studying Business with a minor in 
Small Business Entrepreneurship. 

Aaron Lorincz

▼

Paul Vought & 

Mickenzie Carpenter

▼

Paul Vought, Class of 2008
Paul Vought was recently engaged to Mickenzie Carpenter.  An August 2013 wedding is 
being planned. They will be living in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Peggy Abraham, Class of 2009
Peggy graduated from Eastern Michigan University with a degree in Elementary Education�� 
She will be moving to Houston, Texas where she will be teaching 3rd grade.  

Reid Barber and

siblings

▼

Andrew Aitken, Class of 2009 
Andrew graduated with honors from the University of Michigan, Ross Business School in 
May 2013.  He majored in Business and he will be working for Chrysler Corporation in 
supply chain management. 

Reid Barber, Class of 2009
Reid graduated from Michigan Technological University with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering.  
He was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army through the ROTC program and will 
����������������������������ϐ�������������������������ϐ������������������	����������ǡ��������Ǥ��

Andrew Bartes, Class of 2009
Andrew graduated from Alma College on April 20, 2013 with a double major in International Business and German. 

Allyson DeKruyter, Class of 2009 
Allyson graduated from Calvin College on May 18, 2013 with a degree in Elementary Education.  She is student 
teaching 1st grade at Allendale Christian School in Allendale, Michigan.  

Amanda Hayes, class of 2009
Amanda is graduating this August with a B.S. in Forensic Science from Cedarville University.  She will be working this 
��������������������������������������������������������ϐ����������������������������������Ǥ���������������������������
graduate school next year pursuing a Masters in Criminology or Forensic Science.

Paul Kitti, Class of 2009
Paul graduated from the University of Michigan in May 2013 with a degree in Sports Management.   He has an 
internship in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Alumni News CONTINUED

Josh Krause, Class of 2009
Josh graduated from the University of Michigan in May 2013 with a degree in Civil Engineering.  He has accepted a job 
in Baltimore, Maryland.

Megan Greve Lang, Class of 2009 
Megan was married to Tim Lang in August 2012.  Megan graduated with honors from the 
University of Michigan on May 4, 2013 with a B�S� in Cellular/Molecular Biology and a minor 
in German.  Her husband, Tim, in addition to being a U of M grad with a B�A. in Film and a 
German minor, was also commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Marines at the University 
of Michigan on May 3, 2013.  They will be moving to Quantico, VA this upcoming October. 
According to Megan’s mother, Carol, “Megan’s foundation in academics prepared her for the 
rigorous course of study offered at the University of Michigan, and the solid teaching from 

��ǯ�������Ǧ��������������������������Ǧ��������������������
��������������������ϐ�����������
faith. From preschool through high school, all of her teachers touched her life and helped to 
mold her into the capable, bright young woman that she is today.  I think of Karen Hott, Wes 
Sherman, Kelly Ozanich, Emily Carlson, Pat Frye and so many others that had a huge impact 
������Ǥ������������������������ǡ�����������ǡ���ϐ�����ǡ�����������ǡ����������������������ǡ�
pushed to excel and not settle for mediocrity, learned to be a critical thinker and so much 
more.   But…most importantly, she is striving to discover all that God wants her to be.    We are so glad God allowed us 
to invest in Christian education for our daughter.   We can’t wait to see what He has planned for her future.” 

Megan Greve Lang

& Tim Lang

▼

Amanda Loewen, Class of 2009
Amanda is engaged to Nathaniel Brinks.  They will marry on June 8, 2013.  

Julia Matson, Class of 2009
Julia graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in Political Science.  She is working on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C.

Mim Monroe, Class of 2009 and Spencer Wiard, Class of 2009
Mim graduated from Indiana Wesleyan University in April 2013 with a B.S. in Nursing.  
Spencer will graduate in December from Oklahoma Christian University with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering.   They were engaged on May 25, 2013. 

Mim Monroe &

Spencer Wiard

▼

Kristin Slater, Class of 2009
Kristin graduated from Madonna University on May 5, 2013 with a degree in Pre-med/
Biology and a minor in Chemistry. 

Liz Somercik, Class of 2009
Liz graduated from Indiana Weslyan University in April 2013 with a degree in Chemistry/Pre-Med and a minor in 
Psychology.  
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Alumni News CONTINUED

Bethany (Fick) Reedy, Class of 1998, attended Plymouth Christian Academy for 12 years, from 1st grade through 12th 
grade.  During her high school years while attending PCA, Bethany began to be interested in missions, and went on 
several mission trips, which led her to pursue full-time ministry as a career.  Upon graduation from PCA in 1998, she 
attended Moody Bible Institute to major in Bible and Theology.  

Bethany and her husband Ryan both attended Moody Theological Seminary in 
Plymouth, Michigan and earned Master of Divinity degrees.  Bethany also went 
on to pursue her Doctor in Ministry through Dallas Theological Seminary, and is 
����������ϐ���������������������������������Ǥ���������������������������������
missionary appointees with SEND International to serve in East Asia in the areas 
of college ministry, women’s ministry, and Business as Mission. 

Since graduation from Moody, Bethany worked in higher education administration 
and taught college-level courses, giving her nine years of experience working with 
college and graduate students.  Ryan’s eight years of engineering work experience 
helped him to develop skills in project management, problem solving, and leading 

teams.  Although they have both desired to work in ministry for some time, God has grown their passion for overseas 
ministry through trips for missions and work, reading missionary biographies and other books about the needs of 
people worldwide, and relationships with missionaries.

Because college was a huge period of growth for both of them, Ryan and Bethany 
desire to minister to college students.  They also hope to use the secular career 
skills that they have developed for kingdom purposes, teaching at a secular 
university, to reach out to students and mentor them.  Bethany hopes to also 
minister to oppressed and devalued women in the region, and Ryan also hopes 
to use his secular business and management experience for Business as Mission 
(BAM), a way to reach people in the workplace. 

������������������������������������������ϐ����������ǡ������������ǡ��������ʹͲͳ͵�����
are thrilled about their growing family.

The Reedys are excited about their future work in East Asia, and would love to have 
���������������������������������Ǩ�����������������������ϐ��������������������������
them as they pursue God’s call to reach the people of East Asia.  If you are interested in partnering with them, you can 
contact them directly at reedysineastasia@gmail.com or 734-306-3826, or contact SEND International at PO Box 513, 
Farmington, MI 48332, 800-SEND-808.

Alumni Spotlight on Bethany (Fick) Reedy

Bethany Welton, Class of 2009
Bethany graduated, Magna Cum Laude, from Indiana Wesleyan University in April 2013 with a Bachelors of Science 
��������������ϐ����������������������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������������ǯ����������������������
Church of the Nazarene this summer. She is looking for a full-time elementary teaching job for the upcoming 2013 fall, 
hopefully in or near the Plymouth-Canton area. 

Brent Zinn, Class of 2009
Brent graduated from Calvin College with a degree in Psychology.  
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Our students are learning about different cultures in 
their World Language Classes of Spanish, German and 
French. While not only studying the language, students 
have learned similarities and differences of holiday 
������������ǡ�������ϐ��������������������������������������
the language being studied and learned Bible verses in 
the language. They 
have also discussed 
missionary work in 
various countries of 
the world.  It is our 
prayer as a school that 
our students will seek 
opportunities through 
their world language 
training to tell the 
people of their own 
culture as well as different cultures about God’s love for 
them. May we always be in the business of training young 
people to tell the world about God’s redemptive love.
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John 3:16�ǲ	���
������
loved the world, that He 
gave His only Son, that 
������������������������
should not perish, but 
�����������������Ǥǳ

At Plymouth Christian Academy, our elementary 
students have been studying God’s love for people and 
how He has created different settings and cultures 
for people to live and work.  The subject of social 
studies provides our staff the opportunity to train their 
students about the people, places, and cultures God 
has created.  This can be seen in the differences in our 
world’s cultures.  Another way our students learn about 
God’s heart for people is by training them to respect 
others. Also at Plymouth Christian Academy, we believe 
there is no better way to learn how to respect each 
other than to experience and learn about our world 
through the lens of God’s Word and Social Studies!
Here are some educational opportunities our students 
received this year.
This winter, second grade took a trip around the 
world God has created!  With our passports in hand 
we “traveled” with some of our students’ parents and 
friends. They came into the classroom and helped us 
learn about and experience various countries.  We 
enjoyed sampling food, listening to music and learning 
about different cultures.
Mr. McKenzie’s Fourth Grade Class recently studied 
about the different people groups that migrated to 
Michigan in the 1800’s. To make the unit come alive 
for our students, we had a special week dedicated to 
celebrating the different heritages represented in our 
classroom. Students brought in a special item from 
the country of their ancestors, told stories about how 
and when their relatives migrated to the United States, 
and brought in pictures and family trees of their family 
members to share with their classmates.  At the end of 
��������ǡ�����������������������������������ϐ������������
heritage. The students and I loved getting a “taste” of 
other cultures which allowed us to memorialize these 
special histories.
The Sixth Grade Class began our year by learning 
how people have settled around the world, making 
our world what it is today.  We accomplished this by 
focusing on the areas of geography, history, culture, 
and government. As part of our unit, we had the Greek 
Festival as part of seeing how the Grecian People 
lived in an ancient civilization.  Since then, we have 
focused in on the Western Hemisphere.  We’ve studied 
the United States, Canada, Mexico, and now Central 
America and the Caribbean.  Our sixth grade students 
had a cultural Christmas celebration based on our own 
family heritage.  We had a Mexican Fiesta where we 
enjoyed Mexican cuisine, made a Mexican craft and 
enjoyed breaking open a piñata. 

God Loves People!  ~From  the  desk  of  Caryn  Huntsman



PCA TRAVELS
After many months, weeks and days of anticipation, the Plymouth 
Christian Academy 2013 Washington DC Trip set out bright and 
early on the morning of April 8th! The students, along with 4 
chaperones and 1 parent, would embark on a trip that they will 
never forget and created memories that will last a lifetime.

Students on this trip would enjoy the sights and wonders of our 
nation’s capital. From walking the grounds of George Washington’s 
plantation estate of Mt. Vernon, to climbing the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, every minute of the day was spent seeing the sights and 
sounds of DC. Whether they knew it or not, learning was occurring 
throughout the entire trip. Experiencing a session of Congress, 
exploring the Smithsonian Museum complex or listening to the 
historical facts presented by our tour guide, the students were 
being challenged to better understand their nation 
and world.

While historical and governmental learning was occurring, the 
students were also being challenged spiritually. Through daily 
������ϐ�����������������������������������������������������������
day, the chaperones challenged students to understand our nation’s 
government through a Christian Worldview. Understanding 
that our nation was derived from a Christian perspective and 
background was being brought to the forefront of their minds 
throughout the trip.

Students are already asking to go back! The Lord has truly blessed 
PCA over the years by providing us with a safe, valuable and fruitful 
experience within our nation’s capital. Whether your students have 
gone on the trip in the past or will be in the future, please pray that 
the Lord continues to bless our trip each year!

Math Olympians Take it to a New Level!
This year’s ACSI Math Olympics was an event to remember and we are so proud 
����������������������������ǡ����͵�����������ͺ��������ǡ����������ϐ����to take the 
nationwide ACSI Math Olympics test this past March.  Our students really stood out 
this year with more students earning ribbons than any other year.  Congratulations to 
the following students who placed in the event:  

3rd Grade Computation: Gloria  Brown, 5th place

5th Grade Computation: Drew LaBelle, 2nd place

 5th Grade Reasoning: Ella Godin, 5th place

6th Grade Reasoning: Caleb Godin, 3rd place and Johnathon Smith, 4th place 

7th Grade Computation: Nicholas Schmucker, 2nd place; Philip Morby, 4th place; 

     Jayme Fadden, 5th place

7th Grade Reasoning: Hadlee Chubb, 2nd place                                                                                                                                            

 8th Grade Computation: Matthew Cusumano, 1st place 

     Robert Chalhoub, 2nd place; Taylor Mistele, 3rd place

 8th Grade Reasoning: Brendan Hogan, 1st place; Zachary Cannan, 4th place

Way to Go Mathletes!!
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Parent Teacher Fellowship 
Service, Friendships, Growth…
It’s so interesting how the school year marks 
time for everyone who has children.  The years 
pass so quickly as our children grow.  The older 
the children get, the faster the school years pass 
until they reach the time to graduate.  Between 
kindergarten and senior year, it’s a blessing if 
you have the opportunity to volunteer at their 
school, grow close to their teachers and school 
leadership, and make wonderful friends with 
other parents.  That has been the story of the 
Parent Teacher Fellowship at Plymouth Christian 
Academy.  As this year draws to a close, the 
members of the PTF want to take a moment to 
say that it has truly been an honor to serve our 
school over the past 6½ years.  We are grateful 
that the Lord has used us in this way.   Just as the 
school years are marked with beginnings and 
endings, so is the work of the PTF.  The Lord is 
moving us in many different directions for the 
upcoming school year.  We sincerely thank you 
so much for all that you have done to support the 
PTF as we have worked to support our teachers, 
staff, and students of PCA!  
We wish you a blessed and safe summer!   

Peggy Paulson, Dianne Crawford, Nancy Chapman, 
Diane Lauch, Kay Metz, Tasha Postma, Diana 
Chapel, Mary LeMerise, Nikki Hossink, Lori Young, 
Pam Burton , Belinda Dotson, Robin McHugh, 
Michele Snipes



Grandparent Day:
Appreciating the Wisdom
of this Precious Resource!
I often wish we could press the pause button for a bit 
�����������������ǯ��ϐ����������������Ǥ�����������������
enjoy each day.  It is easy in Development to often focus 
on maintaining the forward momentum of growth and 
getting new students into our school.  However, as I 
spend more time learning about the world of school 
development, I have come to recognize the equally important privilege of appreciating the families we already have 
and the blessing of our PCA community.
Right before the Easter break, we hosted one of the largest events that we have on our campus each year .  We 

welcomed more than 250 grandparents and 
“grandfriends” for an afternoon visit with their 
grandchildren.  I am always amazed at the number of 
guests for this event and for their dear expressions of 
appreciation as they visit our campus!   Grandparents 
are a precious resource for our school, offering a wealth 
of wisdom and experience.  We are so grateful for those 
who spend time throughout the year serving in many 
ways on campus.
I was particularly struck by a comment one grandparent 
made at the end of our day.  She said, “This is my favorite 

event at your school - thank you for honoring us.”  She then went on to describe, like so many other scenarios on our 
������ǡ�������������ϐ�����������������������������������Ǥ������������������������������������������������������������
worship time through our special Grandparents 
Day chapel with a special Christian group called, the 
YOMEN.  
We are grateful for the privilege of partnering with 
families – grandparents and all – who desire Christian 
schooling and want their students to live out our 
mission to equip and challenge our young people 
to grow and mature in a life of Christian character, 
leadership and service.   Thank you, GRANDparents!

~Beth Larabee, ��������������������

Annual 
Back-to-School Picnic 
Set for August 27
Jump into a new school year at the annual Back to 
School Picnic! This fun, family event is scheduled 
for Tuesday, August 27th, 4pm-7pm, at McClumpha 
Park in Plymouth Township.  All are invited!  

2013                                                                                                          
August 27 Family Picnic, 4-7pm, McClumpha Park                                                                                 
September 3 FIRST DAY OF CLASS – FULL DAY                                                                                                             
September 5 Secondary Ȉ�����������
���������������ǡ����Ƭ��Ȉ�����������������������ǡ����
September 25-27 High School Spiritual Life Retreat                                                                                                             
November 15 PCA AUCTION                                                                                                                                
November 27-29,Thanksgiving Break                                                                                                                            
December 23-January 6, Christmas Break 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2013-2014
2014    
January 7 Classes resume 
January 26 Open House for Prospective Parents 
February 17-21, Winter Break 
March 31-April 4 Senior & D.C. Trip Week 
April 18-25, Easter Break                                                                                                                                            
June 11, Last Day of School
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7KH�1DWLRQDO�+RQRU�6RFLHW\��1+6��LV�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�
premier organization established to recognize 
RXWVWDQGLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV��0RUH�WKDQ�MXVW�
an honor roll, NHS serves to honor those students 
ZKR�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�
6FKRODUVKLS��/HDGHUVKLS��6HUYLFH��DQG�&KDUDFWHU��7KHVH�
characteristics have been associated with membership 
LQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VLQFH�WKHLU�EHJLQQLQJV�LQ�������
Members are selected by a Faculty Advisory Council 
XVLQJ�D�SURFHVV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQDO�1+6�UXOHV��
,QGXFWHG�PHPEHUV�PXVW�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�
*3$�E\�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG��IDLOXUH�WR�GR�VR�

Lucas Albrecht
Lance Allen
Katelynn Barkell
Austin Cibrowski
Jared Cobb
Joey Fanelli
Rachel Fernandez
Haikel Haile

Roderick Hatcher
Tanner Hay
Chloe Hinchcliff
Megan Hogan
Sarah Hughes
McKenzie Jones
Rachel Kral
Yostina Kaoud

Abby LeMerise
Greg Manni
Megan McHugh
Callie Morby
Danielle Paul
Raina Postma

UHVXOWV�LQ�SUREDWLRQ�RU�GLVPLVVDO���2Q�7XHVGD\��$SULO�����
3O\PRXWK�&KULVWLDQ�LQGXFWHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�+RQRU�6RFLHW\�IRU�WKH�����������VFKRRO�
year:

National Honor Society Inducts New Members

5($&+�)25�7+(�67$56� 
PCA is always excited to announce our incredibly successful Annual Auction Gala, and we are certain this year will 
be another memorable evening in the life of our school! REACH FOR THE STARS PCA Auction will be held on Friday, 
November 15, 2013.  Now in its 24th year, our event consistently raises $60,000 - $70,000 that helps fund PCA 
��������Ǥ�����������ϐ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Christ-centered education. Our auction features a festive dinner, silent auction, premier mini-
live auction and new this year for kids: PCA 10 Movie Theatre Extravaganza. It is held at our 
school, which is transformed into a magical setting with the help of dedicated volunteers. A 
purchased wristband is required to attend.
Why Do We Have An Auction Event?���������������������������������������������ϐ���������
health of Plymouth Christian Academy. As is true in private education, what it costs to educate a 
student is greater than what we can charge for tuition. To supplement the operating budget, we 
FUNdraise. The willingness of PCA families and friends to jump in and volunteer is absolutely 
critical to the success of a fundraiser of this magnitude.
How to Contribute: The biggest challenge of the auction is procurement; soliciting items to be 
donated to the auction. Families and friends of the school donate or procure stand-alone items 
for both the silent and live auctions. In addition to procuring and donating items, volunteers 
also help us organize, coordinate, and put on this huge event. Whether large or small, 
contributions of time and energy are welcome and appreciated!
Sponsorships and Advertising: In recognition of the focused marketing opportunity our auction provides, we have an 
extensive plan for marketing exposure for our sponsors, donors, and underwriters. Our “Sponsorship Opportunities 
	���ǳ�������������������������ϐ��������������������������������������������������������Ǥ����������������������
businesses and individuals to support PCA by participating in this incredible marketing opportunity.
Thank you for your continued generosity and spirit of action. We would love to hear from you, so please don’t hesitate 
to join us as we REACH FOR THE STARS!  Development@plymouthchristian.org 
 ~Beth Larabee, Peggy Paulson



Farewell Retiring
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Thank  you  for  your  faithful  service  to  the  Lord  and    PCA!

Nancy DeWitt | Derek Anderson | Suzanne Axe

We are grateful for your time at the Academy.  Please know that you are in our prayers as 
you move into a new chapter of your life. God Bless. We love you!

Nancy Capp DeWitt started her career as a kindergarten teacher in 1973, the year the 
�����������������������������͵ͻ������ǡ��������������������������������ǡ���������ϐ��������������
phone call was made in New York.  My, how things have changed over the 40 years since 
Nancy became a teacher.

Gone are the chalkboards, overhead projectors, 
VCRs and rotary telephones.  Teaching tools these 
days include iPads and SMARTboards.  Despite 
all the changes, through the years, Nancy DeWitt 
has remained faithful to her God-given calling to 

impact young lives for Christ and has helped to usher in full-day kindergarten 
at PCA and a more rigorous learning curriculum for 5 and 6-year-olds. It’s a 
job that sets the path for a child’s love for God, academic success, and healthy 
social interactions.  We thank you, Nancy DeWitt, for putting our students on 
that path for the last 33 years.
 
Nancy is known for talking to her students in rhymes, staying late into the 
evening preparing for the next day, yet always available to help and pray for 
her colleagues.  She used a variety of teaching methods to promote focus in her young charges, and asks them riddles 
to keep their whirring brains on task.

As you gaze around her classroom, taking in the sights of newly hatched baby chicks, larger than life farm animals the 
children created, the ocean unit that turns the entire class into a living sea, a cozy rocking chair, the cubby holes for 
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you instantly know the legacy she leaves.
  
On one table sits a classroom Gift Box.  This isn’t any ordinary gift box though.  It’s God’s Gift Box.  Nancy opens it each 
day with her students during circle time, to teach the children that “every day is a gift” and that God has something 
special in store for them.  Once the box has been opened, a special gift is revealed and all are thankful!  
She’ll miss the feeling of coming to her room each day, and we’ll miss her presence on this campus.  But as she taught 

Continued 
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her students, “every day is a gift and you just don’t know what each day will 
bring.”  

As Nancy brings her career to a close in these last weeks of the academic 
year, she is sometimes melancholy and reminiscent of the past four decades 
of impacting little ones for Christ. She is also thrilled to have been part of the 
dynamic changes and challenges within the kindergarten curriculum. And 
there have been plenty of challenges. Creating a balance between the old tried-
and-true teaching methods – such as circling up and reading stories aloud – 
and the allure of high-tech learning tools is essential. Five and 6-year-olds still 
need to have hands-on learning and time to explore the learning centers.

We have been honored to have Mrs. Nancy DeWitt take care of our youngest 
students at Plymouth Christian Academy.  Her dedication, work ethic, and love 
for children are unparalleled.  She will be dearly missed. 
 
Many students have returned to her over the years communicating their special 
affections for this awesome teacher.  We don’t want her to retire, but retire she 
will. After 40 years of teaching — 7,200 school days. And now, at this writing, 
just fourteen days now stand between Mrs. DeWitt and the end of a long, 
faithful career.
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>][hg                                                     to Plymouth Christian Academy… 

On behalf of the students we serve, a heartfelt thanks to the following generous persons and 
companies who have partnered with PCA by providing a Sponsorship Gift to the ministry.  
We were blessed by:

Qualigence, Steve Lowisz 

Barton Malow

The House and White Families 

Loiselle & Associates CPA’s, Jason Loiselle 

Sportswear Specialties, Brad Craig 

Robert W. Baird, Dan Paulson

Intelligent Control Systems, Charles Foss 

Comfort Keepers, Jeanne Greuber 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery of Ann Arbor, Dr. 
Norbert Fernandez 

R.S.V.P. of Plymouth, Tanja Winn
 
Brad & Joyce Hovermale 

The Hair Hut, Mary Spada 

Arianna’s Salon, Michele Cook 

Dr. Michael Petrouneas, DDS, P.C.

ProtectCELL, Scott McLaren 

Sunny J’s

Kirk Albert, President of KeyBank
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Colonial Vet Clinic

Michigan CAT

Campbell, O’Brien & Mistele, PC
Hirut Dagnew 

Jet’s Pizza-Joe Lavigne 

Gateway Creative Group

Couzens, Lansky, Alisa Kwang & Chris Williams

Don Massey Cadillac

Nolan & Guest Orthodontics

Geisler Auto Service

ITC

Johnston Lithograph Inc. 

Novo Nordisk PCA

Bill & Lori Young
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