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While the Senior Costa Rica Trip is 
still months away, the senior class 
is already busy preparing to serve.  
During each Costa Rica trip, the 
students take time to do mission work.  
Among the most impactful work they 
do is their service in a Costa Rican 
orphanage.   In these impoverished 
orphanages, the children don’t often 
receive new clothing.  Because of  this 
need, every year, the senior girls and 
Mrs. Davis, a PCA High School Bible 
teacher, sew dresses, skirts, and shorts 

to give to the orphans.  
To expand and fund this 
project, the senior girls, 
led by Sydney Carpenter 
and Megan Lemieux, 
planned the first ever Formal Dress Drive. 
At the Formal Dress Drive on December 15, PCA senior girls sold 
gently used homecoming and prom dresses for $10 each.  The 
funds raised during this sale will be used to purchase the supplies 
that they need to make clothing for the Costa Rican boys and girls.  
The Formal Dress Drive also benefited local girls by providing 
homecoming and prom dresses at affordable prices.

Educating for Eternity

Hands across the world in 2013
Senior Girls Raise Money for Costa Rican Orphans

I John 3:17, “If anyone has material 
possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be in him?” 

During this season of joy and thankfulness, 
the entire PCA staff wishes your family, friends 

and loved ones God’s richest blessings!
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    Deep down I know that the Christian school tuition 
dollars spent on my now grown children were worth 

every penny.  Their lives proclaim 
the value of  Christian teachers 
in Christian schools molding 
and shaping their heads, hearts, 
and hands during their most 
impressionable years.  Now, with 
the release of  the Cardus Education 
Study, a quantitative and qualitative 
look at school outcomes, there is 
hard data to complement my gut feel!
    The Cardus Education Study 
(CES), released last year, looked at 

high school graduates from public schools, Catholic 
schools, Protestant Christian schools (like Plymouth 
Christian Academy), non-religious private schools, 
and home schools.  Graduates used in the survey 
ranged in age from 24-39 and had been out of  school 
from 6 to 21 years.  Research was focused in three 
areas:  Spiritual Formation, Academic Excellence, and 
Cultural Engagement.  Researchers wanted to know 
the school’s direct impact in influencing certain lifelong 
behaviors in the lives of  graduates.  The results are 
enlightening and heartening.
    In summarizing the CES findings, graduates from 
Protestant Christian schools like Plymouth Christian 
Academy:

     •  Are more likely to remain faithful to the Protestant 
faith throughout their lives

     •  Attend church with greater regularity—Christian 
community is like the air they breathe because it is 
what they experienced all day of  every school day

     • Respect authority, particularly church authority

     •  Believe the Bible to be God’s error-free standard by 
which to order one’s life

     •  Hold more strongly to morality as unchanging and 
absolute

     • Hold to the traditional teachings of  the church
     •  Give significantly more money to their church 

and other religious and charitable causes and are 
bothered by the thought of  not being a generous 
person

     •  Give of  their time in the same manner as their 
money

     •  Have more clarity and sense of  direction in their 
lives than graduates from any other type of  school

The Ideal Church Member 
     •  Have a stronger sense of  vocational call (what 

God wants me to do) when it comes to choosing 
a college and career as opposed to making those 
decisions based upon the potential for power, 
prestige, and wealth

     •  Are more grateful for possessions and income

     • Have more children—family is important

     •  Marry younger and stay married in greater 
numbers—faithfulness is valued

     •  Spend more time studying scripture and praying 
and using the scriptures significantly more than 
any other group in making moral distinctions and 
decisions

    The CES authors state, “It is clear that graduates 
of  Protestant Christian 
schools are ideal church 
members in many 
ways.”  They conclude, 
“Protestant Christian 
school is an integral part 
of  the overall Christian 
education of  the child.”  
This I have known for 
many years.  I see the 
proof  in the lives of  so 
many Christian school 
graduates, including my 
own children, and the 
Cardus Education Study 
has simply affirmed 
my experience.  The desired outcome of  Plymouth 
Christian Academy is to produce students who are 
matured in their love for God, steeped in His word, 
educated about His world, dedicated to lives of  service 
and learning, and prepared to fulfill their calling in His 
kingdom.  The CES lends strong research support that 
PCA is doing just that!
    At the beginning of  this school year I briefed the 
PCA staff  on the CES, which included a response by 
the Association of  Christian Schools International 
(ACSI).  The one hour lecture with PowerPoint slides 
was recorded and is available on the PCA website. You 
can access it at www.plymouthchristian.org, click on 
the SuperView tab and scroll down until you find the 
Cardus Educational Study.  I would be very interested 
in any feedback you may have regarding the study.  
Please send any comments to me at mark.wood@
plymouthchristian.org.

“It is clear that 

graduates of  

Protestant Christian 

schools are ideal 

church members in 

many ways”
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     Plymouth Christian Academy’s Elementary Division (pre-school to 6th grade) is an exciting academic institution 
which is thoroughly and unashamedly Christian.  Our staff  is working toward training 
students who are matured in their love for God, steeped in His Word, educated about His 
World, dedicated to lives of  service and learning, and prepared to fulfill their calling in His 
kingdom.

  Two main goals of  the Elementary Division at PCA are to provide strong biblically based 
preparation in our academic program, and to provide a balanced educational experience for 
our students.  We are accomplishing these two goals in the following ways:

     •  Strong Biblically Based Academic Program- As a staff, we are collaborating with each other 
(preschool-12th grade) as well as collaborating with over 200 other Christian schools in the 
United States using a program entitled, “Curriculum Trak.”  This program allows our staff  

to plan and design unit plans incorporating Michigan Benchmarks, National Common Core Standards, as 
well as solid biblical values.  This program also allows our staff  to incorporate PowerPoint presentations and 
Smart Board lessons, methodologies that have proven effective in increasing student achievement.  We are also 
improving our comprehensive reading and science programs by means of  interactive technologies.  Also this 
year, the elementary students will be taking a new nationally normed test called the Terra Nova Test of  Skills 
which will compare our students’ knowledge base with students all over the nation.

     •  A Balanced Educational Program-This is accomplished by providing educational experiences in the areas 
of  art education.  Our students were recently honored for their participation in the Canton Township Fire 
Safety Poster Contest.  In the 1st through 3rd grade division, Saige Yakuber won 1st place, Rebecca Nokku took 
3rd place and Will Jewell won Honorable Mention.  In the 4th through 6th grade division, Keith Brown won 
1st place and Samantha Greuber won 
Honorable Mention.  We also seek to 
provide a strong education in the areas 
of  physical education, music education, 
computer literacy education, and world 
languages (Spanish, German, and 
French).  We also encourage students to 
participate in our Speech Festival where 
we purposefully train students in the art 
of  public speaking.  God has gifted all of  
our students in different ways.  We are 
purposed to give our students educational 
opportunities to explore their gifts.  Every 
single experience we provide at PCA is 
purposeful.

Our graduates return to their alma mater on 
a regular basis and often comment on how 
well Plymouth Christian has prepared them 
for college work.  It all begins with a solid 
foundation in elementary school, giving our 
middle and high school faculty a quality 
product to work with.  We are grateful for our 
wonderful students—your children—and we 
thank you for trusting us with their education.

God is at work in our school! 
To God be the glory!

It’s Elementary
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Across the Plymouth/Canton Community, the PCA athletic program is consistently 
recognized for being strong competition year after 
year. Here is a brief  spotlight on the fall Cross 
Country season:

Cross Country Runs for the Glory of  God 
and Sets New Records!

The PCA Boy’s Cross Country team has achieved another 
school first; back-to-back Regional first place championships!  
It was a spectacular performance placing 5 athletes in the 
top 20 finishes ensuring another Regional title and a trip to 
the State Cross Country Finals.  At the State Final, the team 
placed 21 in Division 4, and earned a Team All-State 
Academic Award as well.  Jimmy Parks and Trevor Baloga 
were awarded MIAC League second team awards.  Jimmy Parks, Trevor Baloga, Ian Rose, Ethan 
Levack and Jacob Bailey were individually selected as All-Area Observer Cross Country honorable 
mention athletes.  Congratulations to our Boy’s team:  Jimmy Parks (captain), Nathan Harold 
(captain), Trevor Baloga, Ian Rose, Steven Zomermaand, Jacob Nichols, Ethan Levack, Jacob 
Bailey, and Gareth Matson. 

The PCA Girl’s Cross Country athletes performed wonderfully at Regionals as well.  Terra Crown 
and Rachel Smith finished Regionals with a 10th and 11th place.  Megan McHugh ran extremely 
well, placing 35th.  Terra and Rachel progressed to the State Finals.  Terra earned an All-State High 
Academic Award, and Rachel earned an All-State Academic Award.  Terra Crown also reset the 
girl’s school 5K record during the MIAC Championship meet to 20 minutes, 29 seconds.  Terra 
earned first-team MIAC League honors, placing 3rd at the Championship meet, and Rachel who 
placed 9th, received second-team MIAC honors.  Terra and Rachel were individually selected as All-
Area Observer Cross Country honorable mention athletes.  Congratulations to our terrific runners!! 

Coach Lemieux could not be more proud of  the team.  “We always run with the gifts God has given 
us and for His glory!  We are truly a blessed team.”

FALL SPORTS WRAP UP

We are truly a 

blessed team!
Eagle Country



Project Shine 2013
   Plymouth Christian Academy hosts an annual Servathon and fundraiser called 
Project SHINE (Serving Him in Neighborhoods Everywhere). In addition to 
meeting financial needs, the Servathon is an opportunity for our school family to 
reach out to the community by demonstrating Jesus’ love and offering practical 
assistance to those who are in need.
   We are thankful to our glorious Lord that He has made it possible for us to 
continue to train students to be leaders who will serve and impact our world with 
the love of  Jesus. We start the Servathon with a kick-off  chapel and talk about all 
the organizations we will have the privilege of  serving. Next, our students send 
out sponsorship letters to family, friends, and community members. After students 
pray over and send out their letters, the entire school, Preschool – 12th Grade, 
embarks on a week of  community service in the spring. We also welcome family 
members, friends, PCA alumni, and Calvary Baptist Church to participate in the service projects. The week concludes 
with heartfelt testimonies of  eternal significance.  These are great days to be involved in school life as students and 
faculty engage in the Great Commission and we invite you to be a part.  What our students do during Servathon week 
has far reaching effects that we cannot imagine.  Please be praying now for the students of  PCA as they SERVE HIM 
IN NEIGHBORHOODS EVERYWHERE in 2013!  T-Shirt Sponsorships are available for $250 and we wish to thank 
the sponsors who have already partnered with our students to support them as they serve our community on this 
special day.  Please contact the Servathon team at Development@plymouthchristian.org for a t-shirt or sponsorship 
level.  Looking forward to shining the light of  Jesus’ love with you this year!
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PCA Hosts First World Vision 5K! 
This past October 27, PCA hosted its first ever World 
Vision “Sponsor A Child 5K Run/Walk”.  What started 
out as a dream of PCA’s PE teacher, Steve Bauslaugh, 
turned into a reality on a beautiful Saturday this past 
fall when more than a dozen participants took part 
in this race.   The race generated enough funding to 
sponsor one child, Eduar Ariel Rodriguez.  Eduar will 
be turning four years old on December 30 and lives in 
Honduras with his mother.  Plans are underway for an 
even bigger race next year in hopefully what becomes a 
great tradition at PCA.   The male and female students 
who completed the race with the best times were Adam 
Powlus (18:46) and Alaina Heitmeyer (22:40).  Great job 
to all who participated!



Fifth grade is a very special year that begins each September with 
making plans for a Northern Experience Trip.  On September 27th & 28th, 
the entire fifth grade traveled to the luxurious Crystal Mountain Resort, 
located near beautiful Lake Michigan!  We were able to experience God’s 
magnificent creation during our two day trek through woods, museums 
and sand dunes.  This educational trip supports the Michigan curriculum 
taught in our 5th grade elementary at Plymouth Christian Academy.  We 
give our students the opportunity to learn about the rich history of the 
Manitou Islands and its amazing natural features.  Our hikes and activities 
along Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive allows our students to experience the 
beautiful forests, beaches, and dune formations.  We share many unity 
building experiences that support us all year long.  Thank you to the many 
parents who chaperone this amazing trip!  Next year’s dates are already 
booked for Thursday and Friday, September 26 & 27. 

Fifth Grade Makes Annual Trek to 
Crystal Mountain
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Mini-Live Auction Event 
Raises over $60,000
   In its 23rd year at Plymouth Christian Academy, 
the annual fall auction generated fun and excitement 
around campus and we “HAD A BALL!”
   The longstanding tradition of  PCA by way of  annual  
auctions in November recently wrapped, exceeding our 
expectations!  God richly blessed our school and your 
presence and participation helped us reach our goal to 
strengthen our school community and raise funds for 
Plymouth Christian programs and scholarships. 
Plymouth Christian’s auction, held right here on our 
campus, offered a new twist this year.  Attended by 
over 600 people, this year’s event featured a family fun 
fair and displayed donations ranging from vacation 
getaways to autographed sports memorabilia to a ride 
in a helicopter!  
   Other items donated by parents and area businesses 
included sports memorabilia, park and museum passes, 
sports classes and celebrity meet & greets. Some of  
the most popular auction “items” were donations of  
time and sentiment, such as “teacher time,” in which 
teachers and staff  members take winning bidders on 
various excursions or host overnight parties.  Our 
newest teachers, Rob and Jeana McKenzie, look 
forward to hosting two exclusive all-night Superheroes 
Parties this spring in the PCA gymnasium! 
   A newer and hugely popular addition to the auction 
included a sports-themed fun fair that was more 
family-focused. It’s an idea that grew from the thought 
that we could provide students an awesome fair while 
parents enjoyed the Silent and Mini-Live.  The Iron 
Man Challenge proved to be a hit with the kids and at 
the end of  the night, they had their fill of  games, crazy 
hair, face painting and ballpark food!  
Through the open-hearted generosity of  so many, the 
auction campaign is now complete and funds will 
go toward our Annual Eagle Fund, benefitting the 
students of  PCA.  Thank you to so many who donated 
toward the “I LOVE PCA” fund!  Again, we hope you 
had a ball!  We couldn’t have done it without you!  If  
you were unable to attend the auction, we are available 
to gladly assist in your year-end gift planning before 
December 31. Please contact us at Development@
plymouthchristian.org if  you have any questions!
   Be sure to check out our PCA Yellow Pages of  local 
businesses and companies that donated to our auction.  
Please patronize these businesses throughout the year 
and let them know you heard about them through the 
PCA Auction!  Many thanks to you all for another 
successful year!

Your Auction Chairs, Beth Larabee, Peggy Paulson
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Alumni News
from across the nation and around the world

ALUMNI, we love to hear from you! News about you and your family is important to us and to your 
former classmates. Please visit PCA’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Plymouth-
Christian-Academy-Alumni/.

Stephanie (Groth) Carney, Class of 1998
Stephanie graduated from Liberty University with a Master of  Arts in Professional 
Counseling. She is now employed as a Licensed Professional Counselor at a local hospital.

Phil Varney, Class of 2000                                                                                                                                             
Phil married Esther Joy Cook on June 16, 2012.  They live in Renton, WA, just outside 
Seattle.  Phil is the Athletic Trainer for the Seattle Thunderbirds Hockey Team and Esther 
is a Nurse Educator at Seattle Children’s Hospital.

April LaBenne, Class of 2006                                                                                                                                           
April is engaged and is currently planning her wedding to Jonathan Deur scheduled for 
March 23, 2013 .  They will be married in Grand Rapids, MI. 

Emma Vought, Class of 2005
Emma graduated from Liberty University in 2010 with a degree in Worship and Music 
Studies.  She is currently employed as a worship leader and choir director at Calvary 
Baptist Church and also as a private piano instructor.  Emma recently released her debut 
album, Restored, on November 13.  It is a 5-track album featuring all original songs and 
arrangements in a classic CCM sound. The album is available for digital download at all 
major sites (itunes, amazon, etc) and physical copies can be ordered through her website 
www.emmavought.com<http://www.emmavought.com

NOTE TO ALUMNI 
PARENTS…If  your 
students no longer 
live in your home, 
please e-mail alumni@
plymouthchristian.org 
to update their alumni 
information.

In the 36 years since its beginning, God has blessed PCA in tremendous ways.  This 
blessing is most clearly seen through the lives of  our students and alumni.  The 
friendships that develop while you are at PCA are a hallmark of  what sets us apart 
from other schools.  Giving you an opportunity to stay in touch with those friends 
is one of  the goals of  the Alumni Relations Team at PCA.  Please mark your 
calendar now for Homecoming 2013 on February 1.  Doors open at 5:30 pm.  The 
Homecoming Alumni Reunion Basketball Game will take place on February 2. 

Phil & Esther Varney

t

April LaBenne &  
Jonathan Deur

t
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To Plymouth Christian Academy,

     Thank you very much for your generosity and being one of my sponsors for the 64th Japan-

America Student Conference. With your help, I was able to experience one of the most exciting 

and challenging summers that I have ever had. Although JASC officially began on July 28th, we 

had what was called American Orientation from July 25th to July 27th and personal preparation for 

the program began many months earlier, having to write an essay and do in-depth research for my 

round-table discussion group which was on “Post-Crisis Reconstruction.” 

     During the Japan America Student Conference, we visited four sites: Dallas Texas, Madison 

Wisconsin, Berkley/San Francisco California, and Seattle Washington. Each site had special 

qualities to offer to us such as being able to: visit an immigration court in Dallas, visit the largest 

soy sauce production company in the US, visit the governor’s mansion in Wisconsin, hear from a 

survivor of the atomic bomb blast and be the first audience to an incredible documentary titled: “In 

the Shadow of Hiroshima” in California, and hear from a Japanese-American internment survivor in 

Seattle. 

     Regarding the round-table discussion that I was part of, we had many great ideas to share on 

post-crisis reconstruction. We began with the question: What is reconstruction? We realized that 

because reconstruction is multi-dimensional with an extensive process, it would be difficult to 

come up with a single sentence definition. Therefore, each of the delegates as well as the two 

round-table coordinators came up with words that represent reconstruction. They are the following: 

“Holistic Stability”, “Problem Solving”, “Revelation”, “Heal”, “Happiness”, “New Normal”, “Self-

Reflection”, “Future Growth”, and “Change for the better”.  

     Then we examined the issue from many different angles including: mental care, the community 

aspect, communication, education/ disaster mitigation, and the economic aspects of post-crisis 

reconstruction. Using several graphs and diagrams that we created, we illustrated the process of 

reconstruction and the challenges that come with it. If you would like, I will be happy to provide 

you with more information regarding what we discussed during our round-table meetings. 

     From the moment the Japan America Student Conference began, I knew it was going to be great. 

When someone that you have never met greets you by name, it truly is a wonderful feeling which is 

what happened to me and the rest of the delegates. That was the beginning of a great 4 weeks. 

     I believe that there is a special culture surrounding the Japan America Student Conference. I 

believe that because it is student led. The care given to make this program great can actually be 

seen through the students who are working hard to lead it.  Being a delegate of this program has 

helped me grow so much. I learned a lot from the many bright individuals that I was surrounded by 

and met many great people along the journey of the program. It is hard to describe in so few words, 

but by the end of the program, all 71 of us felt like a large family and the friendship that we have 

developed will last a life time. I believe that there is a lot of potential in the group of individuals 

that I worked with. I also believe we will have an influential role in the world someday. As a 

result of participating in this program, I am now considering a career that deals with building and 

strengthening relationships between the nations of Japan and the United States of America. 

Sincerely,

Delegate of the 64th Japan America Student Conference

Alumni News Continued
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Keith Boruta, Class of 2006.

The following 
is a letter received 
from Keith.  
Keith attended college at Kettering 

University in Flint, MI and graduated in 

March of  2011 with a BS in Computer 

Science with a concentration in Security 

and a minor in Economics.  Keith will be 

volunteering to work with our high school 

robotics team this winter. 

                                      
Keith Boruta
Movimento Group

45550 Commerce Center Dr.   |   
Plymouth, MI 48170   | USA
Phone +1 (734) 272-4590
Direct +1 (734) 386-8072
Keith.Boruta@movimentogroup.com
www.movimentogroup.com
About Movimento Group

During college I spent 3 years co-opting (interning) at General Motors in Detroit--their 
Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly plant (DHAM). At DHAM, I worked in Paint, Industrial 
engineering, Quality, General Assembly, and Plant Engineering. After 3 years  there, I 
co-opted at Argonne National Laboratories for the Department of  Energy just outside of  
Chicago as a Research Aide in the Alternative Fuels Department, working on a vehicle 
simulation software program that was aimed at helping Automakers reduce their use of  
fossil fuels.  After my co-op at Argonne, I co-opted at the Department of  Defense in the 
Metro Baltimore/Washington DC area working in national security and counterterrorism. 
At the Department of  Defense I helped develop software for an application used to help 
people from DOD around the world. I worked in Atlanta for a short time where I taught 
high school math. I currently work at Movimento Group as a Software Engineer. I started 
working here in February of  2012.  Movimento manufactures hardware and develops 
software for their hardware to assist Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and 
their suppliers develop, maintain and improve their software and hardware. Generally, 
Movimento works with automotive companies.  I am not married and have no children. I 
attend church at Grace Ann Arbor.
FIRST Robotics is a great way for students to get introduced into all forms of  engineering, 
product development, management, manufacturing, marketing and more. It provides one 
of  the best ways for young people to find their passions and skills and put them to the test 
in a real-world environment where performance matters and is judged. FIRST Robotics is 
a powerful way for students to begin to build their knowledge and experience base and looks 
good on resumes and college applications. Furthermore, with the need for engineers so great 
in the world and especially in the United States, it draws young, capable men and women 
in a field that needs more people. Universities, such as Kettering, are increasingly working 
with FIRST to recruit students and engineering firms are working with universities to 
recruit these students once they get to college. In my personal experience, there are far more 
engineering jobs than there are engineers and many thousands of  positions go unfilled 
across America because of  the deficit of  skilled people. FIRST will help bring more young 
people into this field. By PCA supporting a FIRST team, this will better prepare their 
students for their college and career choices and through success in FIRST will bolster 
the reputation of  the school. One of  the people I worked with at the DOE got his job at a 
FIRST competition...employers want FIRST students!
I believe that the Christian framework is a valuable asset in this world not only personally, 
but in the corporate world as well. Employers seek after the hard work ethic and high 
moral standards. While many may be afraid of  prejudice because of  their faith, I believe, 
that employers are increasingly realizing the asset it is to their company when their workers 
have strong moral footing and a strong sense of  community. Both of  these ideals are 
strongly planted in the Christian worldview and PCA specifically prepares its students well 
to go out into the world and be successful engineers by being strong Christians with a good 
education.
Joe Lemieux is the main reason I joined FIRST robotics. His work was and is 
instrumental along with Jessica Walsh to get the team up and running. I hope that I can 
help the team continue to grow and improve this year.

Alumni News Continued

The Movimento Secure Cloud System 
improves management of  electrical 
hardware and software complexity 
through the product life cycle. 
Movimento’s key customers include 
automotive OEMs and suppliers, 
commercial and off-highway OEMs and 
suppliers as well as manufacturers of  non-
automotive products.
Information on Movimento can be found 
at http://movimentogroup.com
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Alumni News Continued

Sarah Aitken, Class of 2007
After graduating from Grand Valley State University in elementary education, God led 
Sarah to accept a two-year first grade teaching position in Bali, Indonesia, at a Christian 
International School. Sarah says, “In high school I would never had envisioned this as my 
first job! Currently, I live in a room about the size of  a dorm room with a communal open-
air kitchen. There is always concern about creatures getting into the rice cooker and geckos 
crawling into the aircons. However, when the ocean is your backyard, mountain climbing 
is an easy excursion, snorkeling with sea turtles is a weekend trip, surfing is what you do 
with the after-church gang, every sunset looks like a honeymoon advertisement, and you 
are greeted with thirty hugs and smiles every morning, you feel nothing short of  incredibly 
blessed. Last weekend, I was able to work for a Saturday at a medical clinic facilitated by my 
church. Drenched in sweat, clutching grimy little hands, singing Jesus is My Super Hero, I 
felt God’s mercy, and I thank God for turning my life upside down. I am exactly where God 
wants me.”

Andrew Aitken, Class of 2009
Andrew is currently enjoying his senior year at Stephen M. Ross School of  Business at 
University of  Michigan, emphasizing operations management. As the captain and president 
of  the University of  Michigan Fencing Club, a good deal of  his free time is spent competing 
in multiple competitions against schools from around the nation and running the business 
of  the club. If  not studying or fencing, fellow Wolverines might find him at a Delta Sigma Pi 
professional business fraternity event, of  which he is a member. After interning at Chrysler 
Group LLC over the summer, he is excited to return to Auburn Hills for a full time position 
in supply chain management.  

Sarah Aitken

t

Andrew Aitken
t

Darren Vassel, Class of 1998
Darren attended Eastern Michigan University and in 2005 was 
married to “his beautiful bride Christy”.  Darren and Christy have two 
children, Ellie who is three years old and Aiden who is one year old.  
They attend Solid Rock Bible Church in Plymouth. 
Darren owns Vassel’s Main Street Catering in Canton.  Vassel’s 
Main Street Catering is a custom catering service that concentrates 
on delivering fresh food at a reasonable price.  No matter what type 
of  party, event or reception you are planning, Vassel’s Main Street 
Catering will create a feast that your guests will remember for years.  
Vassel’s Main Street Catering is fully licensed, insured and a proud 
member of  the Canton and Plymouth Chamber of  Commerce.  They 
pride themselves on the ability to take away all your worries with 
their impeccable, personalized service.  They deliver your food on time, professionally set up your event with all the 
essential accompaniments and add those extra touches to make your event even more memorable.  
PCA thanks Darren Vassel and Main Street Catering for his faithful support of  his alma mater! 
Find them on the web at http://vasselsmainstcatering.com or call 734-453-1400 to set up your next party! 

Alumni Spotlight on Darren Vassel and Vassel’s Main Street Catering
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Speech Festival Highlights Tremendous Talent
     The Annual Elementary Speech Festival which was held on Wednesday, November 14, 2012 at Plymouth 
Christian was a tremendous success with 152 students preparing for four categories. Students in costume, 
shown here, gave their speeches on stage to a packed house.  
     Taking trophy honors this year; Madeline Snipes, Madeline Williams, Kari Groen, Luke Huff, Hannah 
Finch, Brooke DesJardin, Joy Chamberlain, Karli Sullivan, Ryan The’, Norbie Fernandez, Johnathan Smith, 
Peyton Hess, Ciara Colosimo, Marlena Moutsatson, Esperanza Schwartz, Sam Greuber, Sarah Fernandes, 
Elijah Grit, Che’ Archie and Caleb Godin.  
     Their speeches were compelling, humorous, touching and spiritual. The audience returned appreciation for 
the uplifting performances in kind, with thunderous applause!  Students not only gain poise and confidence as 
they use their gifts for Him, but they also discover their potential as speakers as they bring to life the meanings 
in scripture, poetry and books.  This year’s four categories included: Scripture, Serious, Humorous and 
Monologue.  
     One of  the judges said afterward, “The talent on display in my room was remarkable…these students were 
well-prepared.  They understood their material and presented it with a degree of  maturity beyond their years.” 
Thank you to the teachers, staff, parents, students ... everyone worked hard to make this the success that it was!

Elementary To Host Fourth Annual Grandparents Day
We are looking forward to grandparents and special grand-friends who come from across town and 
throughout the country to visit their grandchildren at PCA’s Annual Grandparent’s Day celebration. PCA 
will welcome these guests on Tuesday, March 26, just a few days before Easter Break. The event will begin 
with a special luncheon, just for our grandparents and grand-friends, in the church narthex. They will then 
join their grandchildren in the auditorium for a special Easter Chapel with Christian YO-YO Group, the King’s 
YO-MEN!  We’ll enjoy our Elementary Choirs and worship our Savior together.  After the program, students 
will be able to show grandparents their classrooms and pose for photos with them.  
This annual event is a favorite among PCA students in grades K-6th grade and we are looking forward to 
seeing you all there!
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Leadership Sponsors
Barton Malow
Qualigence, Mr. Stephen Lowisz
Dream Team Sponsors
Robert W. Baird, Dan Paulson, ChFC
Kirk Albert, President of KeyBank
TPI Certified, Mr. Robert Beatty
Auction MVP Sponsors
Colonial Vet Clinic, Dr. Robert Hott
Michigan CAT
Campbell, O’Brien & Mistele, PC, Curt & Laurinda Mistele
Dr. Hirut Dagnew on behalf of Abigail & Haikel Haile
Auction Champion Sponsors
Couzens, Lansky- Alisa Kwang/Chris Williams
Gateway Creative Group, Jana Terrasi
Dr. Michael Petrouneas, DDS
Don Massey Cadillac, Mr. Bob Pollock
Comfort Keepers, Jeanne Greuber
The Hair Hut, Mary Spada
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery of Ann Arbor, Dr. Norbert 
Fernandez
Auction Homerun Sponsors
Nolan & Guest Orthodontics
Loiselle & Associates, Jason Loiselle CPA
Geisler Auto Service, Richard & Jill Geisler
Business & Parent Donors 
Absopure Water, Canton 
Amber’s Hallmark, Canton
American Girl
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.,  Mr. Eric Zimmerman, CRPC
Antonio’s Cucina Italiana, Canton
Arctic Edge Ice Arena, Canton
B.E. Unique Salon, Ms. Sandi Diehl, Stylist; Ms. Season Barnes, 
Manicurist
Bennett & Jackson Austin
Biggby Coffee, Plymouth Super Center
Boston Market, Canton
Boyne Resort, Boyne Falls
Burger Spot, Plymouth
Busch’s Fresh Food Market, Plymouth
Canton Cinema
Canton Leisure Services
Canton Super Bowl
Chef Ben Pulver
Chevron, Mr. Bob Meyers
Chuck E. Cheese’s, Canton
City of Plymouth Recreation Department
Clearly You, Canton 
Constantine Farms, Plymouth
Core Sport Pilates Fitness Studio, Plymouth
Cozy Café, Plymouth
Cupcake Station, Plymouth
Dairy Queen, Canton

Defining Image Salon, Ms. Luann Andres, Ms. Kim Kramer, 
Plymouth
Detroit Tigers
Detroit World Outreach Marriage Ministry, Ronald & LaShun 
Franklin 
Domino’s Pizza, Plymouth
Dr. & Mrs. Doug & Beverly Read
Dr. & Mrs. Norbert & Laurie Fernandez 
Evola Music, Canton 
Fantastic Sam’s, Plymouth 
Fitness 19, Canton
Formula Salon, Plymouth 
Fox Hills Golf
Frameworks, Plymouth
Geneva Watch Group, Mr. John Heard
Gentherm, Mr. Dan Pace
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum, Grand Rapids
Gigi’s Mode, Plymouth
Goldfish Swim School, Farmington Hills
Grand Rapids Public Museum, Van Andel Museum Center
Greek Islands, Plymouth
Hands on Leather, Plymouth
Happy Hounds Dog Day Care & Lodging, Plymouth 
Helen Yancy Artist & Photographer
Hickory Creek Golf Club, Ypsilanti
Hilltop Golf Course, Plymouth
High Velocity Sports, Canton 
Huron Valley Tennis Club, Ann Arbor
Ideal Video Transfer, John Palmer
Imagination Station, Toledo
Ironwood Grill, Plymouth
Joan Elizabeth Photography, Plymouth
John G. Shedd Aquarium, Chicago
Jungle Java, Canton 
Keepsake Family Tree Video, Mr. Jeff Jahn, Farmington Hills
Kilwins, Plymouth
LaBelle Photography, Mrs. Carol LaBelle
LaVida Massage, Plymouth 
Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken, Plymouth
Lia Sophia Jewelry, Mrs. Jaime Rowland
Mackinac Island Carriage Tours
Mary Kay, Ms. Amanda White 
Michigan Youth Flag Football
Mr. Bryan Popp
Mr. Dan Pace
Mr. Don McDonald
Mr. Jason Neal 
Mr. Jeffrey Spehar
Mr. Jim Zandee
Mr. Scott Schils 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew & Stase Wendland
Mr. & Mrs. Bali 

On behalf of the students we serve, a heartfelt thanks to the following generous persons and 
companies who have partnered with PCA by providing a gift to the ministry. We were blessed by:
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Mr. & Mrs. Bart & Gail Cann 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Peters
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Lori Young
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan & Christie Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Chris & Jeneine Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Laurie Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave & Elly Eby
Mr. & Mrs. David & Missy McCreedy 
Mr. & Mrs. Don & Kristin Chamberlain 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne & Vesna Roi 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg & Annie Malcolm 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Allison Spencer
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Kristy Jewell
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Shari Bucher 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Robin McHugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Martha Paladino
Mr. & Mrs. John & Diane Lauch 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Jennifer Heard 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Julie Schreck 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Sandra Harju
Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Lisa Jipping 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk & Julie Albert
Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Susan Barkell
Mr. & Mrs. Len & Stacy Yakuber
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin & Carolyn Miles
Mr. & Mrs. Max & Lori Ingram
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Alisa Kwang
Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Pam Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Nabil & Nahla Chalhoub 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Grace Ravuri
Mr. & Mrs. Pete & Tara Jargowsky
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Shelly Truhn 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob & Dianne Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Rob & Jeana McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Rob & Kristin Mossel 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pierce & Lori Schaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Roger & Cynthia Perkey
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Bridget Wheeler
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Sheri Maiback 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Peggy Powlus
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Susan McLaren
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & Renee Kurtycz
Mr. & Mrs. William & Anna Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. William & Deborah Banfield
Mrs. Britta Andres
Mrs. Caryn Huntsman
Mrs. Corazon Ornido
Mrs. Dianne Slater
Mrs. Janet Whitlock  
Mrs. Jeanne Fadden 
Mrs. Jennifer Powell
Mrs. Jodi DeVries
Mrs. Judy Westra
Mrs. Julie Fernandes
Mrs. Karen Hogan 
Mrs. Kelly Karll 
Mrs. Kay Metz
Mrs. Linda Sumner
Mrs. Marie McCubbrey 

Mrs. Marisa Brodhagen 
Mrs. Nicolle Sherman
Mrs. Pam Hayes
Mrs. Rose Hood & Alyssa Hood
Mrs. Susan Moutsatson 
Mrs. Winnie Hughes
Miss Karen Hart
Ms. Martha Koppin 
Mrs. Tami Fontaine 
Mt. Brighton
One Salon, Novi
Panera Bread
Papa Romano’s, Plymouth
PCA’s Athletic Booster Board
PCA’s Girls Varsity Basketball Team 
PCA’s Lunchroom Staff 
   Mr. Brien Witkowski, 
   Mrs. Debbie Anderson, 
   Mrs. Jamie Weertz 
PCA’s Parent Teacher Fellowship
PCA Secondary Office Staff
PCA’s Varsity Baseball Team
Perfectly Sweet, Plymouth
Physical Rehabilitation Services, PLLC, 
   Mr. Robert Beatty
Plaza Lanes, Plymouth
Plymouth Auto Care
Plymouth Community Arts Council 
Plymouth Whalers
Real Energy & Body Works, Berkley
Richard Reproductions
Rodan & Fields, Mrs. Karen Roedding
RSVP, Mrs. Tanja Winn, Plymouth
Ryan Said Charter Fishing Trip
Ryba’s Bicycles, Mackinac Island
Salon International, Plymouth
Salon Moulin Rouge, Northville
Seeking Serenity, Plymouth
Senator Patrick Colbeck
Showroom of Elegance, Canton
Spa Agio, Plymouth
Sunny J’s, Mrs. Rachelle Fanelli, Plymouth
Super Bowl, Canton
Tennis & Golf Company, Royal Oak
The Hair Hut, Garden City 
The Health Spa of Plymouth
The Henry Ford
The Inn at St. John’s, Plymouth 
Three Cedars Farm, Northville
Thirty-One, Rebekah Cross
Tic-Tac Nails III, Plymouth
Toledo Mud Hens Baseball Club
Toledo Zoo
Town & Country Hardware, Garden City

University of Michigan Livonia 
Vein Center, 
   Drs. Pavone and Cummings
Vanessa’s Flowers, Plymouth
Vassel’s Main Street Catering, 
Canton 
Vermeulen Funeral Home, 
Plymouth 
Victory Honda, Plymouth
WJR Radio
Yogurt Palooza, Plymouth 
Zap Zone, Canton 
A sincere thanks to our room 
parents who made the class 
baskets a reality.  We could not 
have this event without you!
Nicole Galea
Shannetta Dixon
Kelly Karll
Christina Bush
Angela Buffa
Danielle Archie
Teresa Harris
Missy McCreedy
Maria Jaynes
Jaclyn Wyrybrowski
Jaime Rowland
April Larson
Kristy Jewell
Toni Quick
Marie McCubbrey
Denise Peters
Nicolle Sherman
Kimberly Bali
Lynn Brown
Heather Chubb
Linda Fischer
Stacy Yakuber
Belinda Dotson
Stase Wendland
Elissa Yarrow
Doru Bali
Maritoni Feraro
Larry Barkell
Susan McLaren
Chris Yancy
Heidi Bartes
Jodi DeVries
Crystal Austin
Carolyn Miles
Mary Racho
Josephin Rayappan 

We sincerely apologize if we have inadvertently omitted your name from this list. 
Please contact us at development@plymouthchristian.org.   We sincerely appreciate 
the outpouring of support from our entire PCA family.  Your efforts made the 2012 
Auction possible!          Many Thanks!!



17

Sports calendars, lunch menus, upcoming meetings, 
parking lot announcements, policy changes, event 
information, school competitions, concerts, sports 
… not a week goes by when there is not some type 
of announcement about something going on at 
Plymouth Christian Academy. At PCA, we make it our 
goal to communicate with parents on a regular basis. 
Here are just a few of the channels that Plymouth 
Christian is currently using to keep our families 
informed and updated:

  •  School Website - By visiting www.plymouthchristian.
org, parents can access lunch menus, school 
news, calendars, sports information, the school 
promotional video, the family handbook, a link 
to Edline, school hours, library information, 
curriculum information, faculty and staff e-mail 
addresses and much, much more. The PCA 
Web site is the most complete source of school 
information.

elementary pianist charms senior center
On December 1, Drew LaBelle, fulfilled his grandmother’s request and brought a smile to 
the faces of the residents of Brighton Gardens.  This is the Senior Center where Drew’s 
grandparents live.  Drew is a pianist and wanted to use his God-given talent in a good way.  
For a crowd of approximately 60-70 seniors and staff members, Drew played a combination 
of classical and holiday music.  Following the performance he received congratulations and 
a few audience members wanted his autograph.  When asked if he would do it again, Drew 
said, “ Yes.  It was not only a fun experience but I could see it put a smile on a lot of faces.”  
Thanks, Drew, for your willingness to bring Christmas blessings to the residents and staff at 
Brighton Gardens.  

How Do You Get Your PCA News?

  •  Parent Newsletters - The Parent Newsletter is 
e-mailed to all families at the end of each week.  
This update is a comprehensive look at a week 
in the life of PCA from sports to fine arts to 
advancement updates.

  •  Elementary Teacher Weekly Update - This weekly 
update is available on Edline to all families at the 
end of each week.  A printed copy of classroom 
news is also included in student Friday folders. 
This update includes classroom news, assignments, 
announcements and calendar information for the 
following weeks.

  •  Facebook – By becoming a fan of Plymouth 
Christian Academy (http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Plymouth-Christian-Academy/), you can look 
through photo albums, participate in discussion 
topics, connect with other school families, get the 
latest announcements and more.

Commencement Update
We have moved graduation from a weekday evening to the weekend in the belief  that this better serves our families.  High 
school graduation is a milestone in the life of  a young person and a significant emotional event for parents--a ceremony 
heralding a major change in your role as a parent.  We believe that a weekend ceremony permits families extra time to 
more fully enjoy this day, and it provides for more flexible travel arrangements for those loved ones coming from longer 
distances in order to join in the celebration.
Our first choice would be a Saturday, but things beyond our control (MHSAA Regional Baseball & Softball tournaments 
& ACT testing) caused us to strongly consider a Sunday afternoon.  Because our commencement exercise is designed 
to be God-centered and Christ-exalting, giving praise and honor and glory to the One who made the day possible, it is a 
worshipful experience and therefore something that seems quite appropriate to be held on the Lord’s Day.  We believe the 
Lord is honored—not dishonored—by having our commencement on a Sunday afternoon.
Please know that our goal in making this move flowed from a desire to better serve our parents and families.  This is a 
very special day and we want you to have the time and energy to enjoy it to the hilt!
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YOUR
TURN! What is your

New Year’s
Resolution?

Christmas Break: 
Do you travel or 

stay home?
Where?

Favorite
Christmas

Movie:

White lights or
colored lights?

How many
Christmas gifts

will you give
this year?

At Starbuck,
what do you

usually order?

Pat Frye
English Teacher at PCA

Angelica Molnar
10th Grade

Robert McKenzie
New 4th Grade Teacher

Dan Hammer
Technology

Jamie Weertz
Our new lunchroom
supervisor and chef

Brendan Hogan
8th Grade

To stay the same 
pleasant person 
that I already am. 

Ha Ha!

Shop more!

Read through
the Bible in 1 year

Watch more cuddly 
kitten videos 
on YouTube

Shave off
some inches J

Prayer time
everyday

Home
Visit the DIA

and have lunch 
at Slows BBQ

Home,
then Tennessee

Home to PA
then onto
New York

Home

Home
then on to

Illinois

Home
then on to
Chicago

White Christmas

Elf

Tie between
Elf and

The Grinch

White Christmas

Miracle on
34th Street

Elf

White lights

White lights

Definitely
colored!

White

We alternate
each year!

Colored

Too many!!!

10

A ton!

Roughly
25-30

At least
60

6

Mocha Frappe

Carmel Mocha

Carmel Frappe

Can’t afford it J

Peppermint
Hot Chocolate

“When asked why they choose to send their children to Plymouth 
Christian Academy, here is how a few of our parents responded:
My family and I have only been at PCA for four years, and I feel 
very thankful that my girls can be in an environment that the Word 
of God is taught and prayer is encouraged. It is comforting to know 
that their teachers are reinforcing the same values as to what we are 
teaching at home. We are all on the same page. As they are learning 
scriptures, understanding that prayer is an essential part of life 
and given opportunities to reach out and witness to others through 
Project Shine, prayer time in class, etc., they are being shaped to be 
confident Christian leaders who shine for Jesus. Praise be to God!!”

– Missy McCreedy

“We know the peace and fullness that comes from a Christ-centered 
life.  We want that for all of our children in all aspects of their 
lives.  In choosing a Christian school for our children’s education, 
we knew they would not only be taught a Christian worldview 
but they would also witness Christian values in the adults they 
are surrounded by each day.  We moved from out of state, and in 
searching for a Christian school, we were drawn to PCA not only 
because of the academic achievements and ACSI accreditation, but 
because of the clear message that Christ is the center of every child’s 
education.”

– Ryan and Bridget Wheeler

The Parents’ Perspective on the Importance of Christian Schooling
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Spotlight on Staff 
Suzanne Axe, secondary English teacher and her husband, Bryan, are expecting their first child on 
April 5th, 2013.  They are SO excited about this wonderful blessing that God is giving them.
   
Elise Bommarito, secondary social studies teacher and her husband Michael, welcomed their first 
child, Isabelle on January 9, 2012.  Isabelle weighed 6lbs 13oz and was 17 inches long.  She’s getting 
ready to celebrate her 1st birthday shortly and is a complete joy for Elise and Michael! 

David Murray, secondary math teacher and his wife, Diane, welcomed their second child, Mia Lynn 
on December 7, 2012 at 12:12a.m. Mia weighed 5lbs 15oz and was 18.5 inches long. Congratulations!

Elise, Michael and 
Isabelle Bommarito

t

David Murray and Family

t

Mia Lynn Murray

t

SLR - Spiritual Life Retreat– 2012
In October the High School students and staff  once again journeyed to Faholo Camp for the much anticipated annual 
Spiritual Life Retreat. This venue has historically provided a unique setting for concentrating on God’s Word and 
building relationships with one another outside the classroom.  This year the fall foliage, blue skies and pleasant weather 
made for an especially pleasant backdrop!  

While school spirit activities throughout the year provide for friendly competition between the classes, Spiritual Life 
Retreat activities concentrate on building school unity with opportunities for students to work together in groups with 
different class levels.  

Our speaker, Joshua Wilhite, currently serves as the Pastor of  Student Ministries at Solid Rock Bible Church in Plymouth, 
Michigan, where he oversees the ministries for children, middle school, high school, and college students.  Josh has a 
genuine passion for authentic spiritual growth through discipleship and teaching.  Using the theme “Love the Lord Your 
God with ALL your Mind”, he taught from God’s Word and developed the following action points:

Recognize the brokenness of  your 1. mind.    Romans 3:23
Stop trusting yourself. You are not a good thermometer of  Truth.

Pay attention to your response…what causes it; where is it coming from?  Romans 12:1-2 2. 
Push out lies and replace with Truth. 
Ask: is my response Christ-like?

Prepare your 3. mind for action. 1 Peter 1:13 
Change your mind so that ALL conforms to the likeness of  Christ.

Staff  and students alike closed out the Retreat by praying that the Holy Spirit will continue to develop this message in 
the minds and hearts of  each participant.



A Collection of  PCA Traditions, Past & Present…
How long must an event or practice continue before it earns the 
“tradition” label? After 35 years of  being in existence as a school, we 
feel like we are safe compiling a list of  our school traditions as we 
reflect on our 36 year history.  The following is a collection of  PCA
traditions – some past and some enduring. It is by no means complete. 
We would love to get your memories, your feedback and your ideas for 
perhaps, future traditions!  For alumni and alumni parents, it will be a 
“walk down memory lane.” For current students and families, perhaps 
it is a glimpse of  what to look forward to as you experience the variety 
of  events and traditions that will enrich your school journey at PCA.

Traditions Past
Walk-A-Thon
French Class
Variety Show
Donkey Basketball 
Formal Dinner/Live Auction
Ft. Malden trip (elementary)
PTF used to be called the PSO
Murray’s Lake Day
Pumpkin Decorating Contest
Fundraising Goal Met: 
    “Shave The Principal’s Head Day”

Newer Traditions
School welcome back picnic
Middle school fun nights
Morning bagels
Barn dance
Decorate A Sponsor
Project SHINE Servathon
Popcorn Fridays
Gingerbread contest
Photo contest

Traditions That Live On
Lip Syncs!!
Spirit Stick
See You At the Pole
Spirit Week dress-up days (when you can wear 
pajamas to class!)
Physics egg drop & Rube Goldberg Projects
Fifth Grade Up North Experience
Spirit Posters LIVE ON!
Mock elections
DC Trip
School musical and play
Elementary speech festival
Jiffy factory trip
Wax museum
Homecoming pep rally
Lunch birthday celebrations
All School Thanksgiving Chapel
Senior trip
100th day of  Kindergarten
Chicago trip
Senior Gift 
Preschool graduation
Fun Fair
Penguin day
Grandparents Day
Career Day

Traditions make up a large part of  the fabric of  a school. 
Plymouth Christian has been a light in our community since 1976 and we have enjoyed many 
long-standing traditions and we’d like to share a few with you as we embark on our 36th year as a 
Christian school. Multiple generations of  students have worn the purple and gold and have been a 
part of  exciting events on our campus.  

  The Heritage & 
 Traditions of PCA
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As well as participating in the PCA Band, several 
talented PCA students also participate in community 
ensembles.  In the fall of  2003, PCA began offering 
string lessons to its elementary students.  By 2005, two 
of  those string students, Leah Manning and Rachel 
Smith, began playing with the Michigan Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra (MPYO).  The MPYO is made up of  
four different ensembles: Orchestra (advanced students 
in winds, brass, percussion, and strings), Flute Choir 
(intermediate and advanced flute students), Sinfonia 
(intermediate-level string students), and Strings (younger 
string players).   Since then, more than 10 students have 
been members of  the MPYO.  PCA is particularly well 
represented in the 2012-13 MPYO.  Fifth grader, Isabel 
Mossel, plays violin for the String Orchestra while 
Sarah Fernandes plays violin in the Sinfonia.  Rachel 
Fernandes and Megan Hogan are both members of  the 
Flute Choir. Rachel Smith (violin), Matthew Myers 
(cello), Andrew Fernandes (trumpet), Paul Chamberlain 
(clarinet), Megan Hogan (flute), and Brendan Hogan 
(trumpet) are all members of  the Orchestra.   Emily 
Myers and Leah Manning both graduated from the 
MPYO in 2012.  For more information about the MPYO, 
please visit their website at www.mpyo.org.  

The Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps is another 
organization with PCA representation.  The Plymouth 
Fife and Drum Corps was formed by Mark and Carol 
Petty in 1971 and was the first of  its kind in Michigan. 
The dual goals of  the Plymouth Fife and Drum are the 
preservation our nation’s musical heritage through the 
art of  fifing and drumming and the musical enrichment 
of  the participants.  

The corps is made up of  40 to 50 students ranging 
in age from 12 - 18 who gather from Plymouth and 
surrounding communities year round in preparation for 
its performance season.  Each year, the corps performs 
40-50 times from April to October throughout the state 
of  Michigan and elsewhere. A tour toward the end of  
summer is a highlight of  the performance season. Over 
the years, tours have taken the corps to numerous forts, 
musters and historical sites, as well as Philadelphia, PA, 
New York, NY, Washington D.C., Montreal, Canada, 
and Boston, MA.  PCA senior, Matt Read, has marched 
with the Corps for five years.  Matt has earned the title 
of  Corps Commander this year.  For more information, 
visit their website at http://pfdc.us/corpshistory.html.  

PCA Students Perform in Local Ensembles

Preschoolers celebrated Jesus’ Birthday by acting 
out the Christmas story for their families.  What 
a privilege it is to help the youngest students 
at PCA learn about our Creator, who loved us 
so much that He entered His creation with the 
greatest gift ever given - our salvation.



 
 

         Preschool – 12th Grade 
    www.plymouthchristian.org 
 
       Phone: 734.459.3505 
         Fax: 745.459.5455 
 
      43065 Joy Road 
      Canton, Michigan 48187 
 
 

SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY SINCE 
1976, THE ACADEMY 
OFFERS: 

 
• NCA Accreditation  

• Christian Worldview 
Education

 

• College Preparatory 
Curriculum

 

• Advanced Placement 
Classes

 

• Small Class Sizes
 

• Before and After
School Care

 
 
 

Plymouth Christian Academy 
Educating For Eternity 

Plymouth Christian Academy is a 
non-denominational, college 
preparatory Christian school 
located on a beautiful 45 acre 
campus located in Canton.   
Parents choose PCA for its 
Christian worldview, academic 
excellence, and for the individual 
attention each student receives in 
a small classroom environment. 
 
 

 

• Full Athletics and 
Fine Arts Programs  

•  Safe Learning 
Environment 

• Service Opportunities  
•  Summer Camps  
• Experienced and 

Certified Teachers  
•  Fully Licensed 

Preschool  
• Diverse School 

Community  
•  Tuition Assistance 

Available  
•  Classroom 

Technology and 
Media Labs  

 
 

Preschool • Kindergarten • Elementary

    

Middle School • High School

 

• ACSI Accreditation 


