
 

Summer Reading Assignment 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Dear Rising 10th Grader, 
I hope you have a wonderful summer! To assess your summer reading of Fahrenheit 451, you 
will writing an essay on the novel.  Fahrenheit 451 is a futuristic, dystopian novel that is set in a 
world where books are banned, people are addicted to their technology, and critical thinking is 
discouraged.  In many ways, it is a precursor to famous dystopian books/movies like The Hunger 
Games, Divergent, and The Maze Runner.  Enjoy! This assignment is due in class on the first day 
of school.  You may alternatively email this assignment to Mrs. Curley before the due date.  
Sincerely, 
The PCA English Department 
If you have any questions, please email Mrs. Curley at gloriann.curley@plymouthchristian.org 
  
Write an essay that answers the following question:  
  
To what extent did Ray Bradbury's vision of the future become a reality? 
  
Consider the following topics: 
-Technology 
-Consumerism 
-Society (relationships, emptiness, selfishness, authority, etc.) 
-Nature (lack of enjoying or spending time in it) 
-Censorship 
-Reality vs. Illusion 
-Literacy 
  
This  essay should be in MLA format.  12pt font, double spaced, Times New Roman font.  Two 
page minimum, no maximum. Please include at least two properly formatted in-text citations 
from the novel. Please refer to Purdue OWL for MLA formatting help. 
 
Purpose:  This essay is to assess your writing skills.  Your teacher will use this essay to evaluate 
areas of strength and identify areas that need growth.  Your teacher will evaluate how you 
organize your essay, your focus, your grammar, and the sophistication of your arguments.  
Grading:  Completed essays that answer the question provided and show evidence that the 
student has read the book will earn full credit.  Again, this is an evaluative tool and meant to be 
an assessment of student writing.   
The Cool Part: If you complete your reading and turn in your summer reading essay, you will 
start your year with an A! 
 


