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DID YOU KNOW?
In the area of Academics:
· Plymouth Christian Academy is certified by the State of Michigan and is fully accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA), now known as AdvancED. The nationally recognized NCA/AdvancED seal of approval is awarded to schools that meet a rigorous set of educational standards.  The accreditation is only given to schools that annually analyze their school improvement initiatives and evaluate the impact they are making towards student learning.

· Other Accreditations: 

1. Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)

2. Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA)

3. Michigan Independent Athletic Conference (MIAC)

4. Council of American Private School Education (C.A.P.E.)

5. National Council for Private School Accreditation (N.C.P.S.A.)

· The class of 2012 has one National Merit Semi-Finalist. A second senior has received a Letter of Commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Program.

· 100% Graduation Rate

· 100% of our 2011 Graduates continued to pursue higher education

· 40% of the 2011 Graduating class received college scholarships

· PCA Elementary now partners with home school families 

· 10 high school students are members of the National German Honor Society

· 24 students from third through eighth grade participated in the ACSI Math Olympics in March 2011 along with hundreds of other students in the mid-west.  Of our 34 students that participated, 21 placed in the top 5 for their category. Two PCA students received the prized 1st place medallion for scoring higher than 85% on the four rounds of testing.  

In the area of Arts:
· PCA sponsors a Gingerbread House competition in the winter and a Photography Contest in the spring for secondary students

· Three PCA students will be performing in the “2012 Cedarville University Music Showcase”.

· Fine Arts Opportunities:

1. Elementary choir beginning in Kindergarten

2. 4th grade Boy’s Choir-Academy Singers

3. 4th grade Girl’s Choir-Treble Tones

4. 5th & 6th Grade Choir- Proclaimers

5. Elementary Strings

6. 5th grade Band

7. 6th grade Band

8. Middle School Band

9. High School Band

10. Middle School and High School Choir

11. Annual full scale Drama Production 

· Our choirs, bands, and drama students perform two times each year in a Christmas and Spring Concert

· For the second year in a row, PCA elementary choral groups were invited to perform at the Canton Township Tree Lighting Ceremony in December 2011.
In the area of Athletics:

· 2011 marked the groundbreaking, construction, and completion of our Athletic Expansion.  A new varsity locker room, offices, and storage space were added to our building.

· Our Varsity Volleyball Team had another amazing season as they won their 9th straight District Championship and 2nd Regional Championship!

· Our Varsity Boy’s Cross-Country Team took 1st place at their Regional meet this year.  The entire team qualified to compete at the State Finals.  In addition, the Boy’s team earned an Academic All State Award.  

· Girl’s Varsity Basketball Team of 2011 won their 3rd consecutive District Championship

· Track Team of 2011 shattered several school records

· Athletic Teams:

1. 14 Varsity Teams offering 10 different sports

2. 4 Junior Varsity Teams offering 3 different sports 

3. 1 Freshman Basketball Team 

4. 12 Middle school teams offering 7 different sports

5. 4 Elementary basketball teams, intramural sports, and an Eaglet Program

· PCA Sport’s Awards throughout school history:

1. 38 District Titles

2. 19 MIAC Titles

3. 4 Regional Titles

In the area of Student Life:
· Our secondary students will complete over 4,400 hours of Christian Service this school year.  This number does not include the hours volunteering during our all-school annual Servathon!

· Our high school student body has the wonderful opportunity to begin each school year at a Spiritual Life Retreat (SLR) in September.  The theme chosen at SLR carries throughout the year in their chapels. 
· In addition to SLR, our students have the opportunity for a variety of other trips including:
1. 5th Grade Crystal Mountain Trip which expands on their lessons about Michigan history
2. 6th Grade Chicago Trip
3. Sophomore and Junior Class Washington, D. C. Trip
4. Senior Trip-The class of 2012 will be traveling to Costa Rica where they will have the unique opportunity to serve with a local organization reaching out to a very marginal community in the San Jose Area.  Each senior trip is organized through Joshua Expeditions. 
· Elementary Clubs:
1. Jump Rope Club
2. Walking Club
3. Robotics Club
· Secondary Clubs:

1. Student Council

2. National Honor Society

3. German Club

4. Fellowship of Christian Athletes

5. National Art Honors Society

6. Robotics Club

· PCA students are known in the surrounding communities for their participation in events such as the Canton Fire Poster and community involvement through our annual Servathon.   In the 2011 Canton Fire Poster Contest a PCA student took 1st place in the 1st-3rd Grade division and Honorable Mention in the                   4th-6th Grade division.  

· PCA received “Michigan Green School” certification in the spring of 2011.  What does it mean to be “Green” at PCA?  Our students learn about the importance of being good stewards of God’s creation through recycling, water conservation, caring for their belongings, homes, school, and community.  

· A nature trail, complete with wetlands, bird feeders, benches, and bat houses, was carved out on PCA’s 44 acres.   Classroom teachers, middle school groups, and CBC youth groups have used this nature trail for learning and fun!

·  A group of PCA upperclassmen visited the Detroit Economic Club for the 2nd year in a row, this year having the honor of meeting Detroit Mayor Dave Bing.  

Colleges and Universities attended by PCA Alumni 

Eastern Michigan University

University of Michigan

Calvin College

Michigan Technological University

Alma College

Indiana Wesleyan University

Taylor University

Spring Arbor University

Hope College

Madonna University

Schoolcraft College

College for Creative Studies

Liberty University

Grace Bible College

Palm Beach Atlantic University

Cedarville University

Anderson University

University of Michigan – Dearborn

Syracuse University

Kendall College of Art & Design

George Brown University

Oklahoma Christian University

Grand Valley State University

Concordia University

Moody Bible Institute

Olivet Nazarene University

Fordham University

Huntington University

Lee University

Otterbein University

Kettering University

 Western Michigan University

 Lipscomb University

 Grand Valley State University

 Lawrence Technological University

 Hillsdale College

 Moody Bible Institute

 Spring Arbor University

Alumni Spotlights:

Caleb James, Class of 2006

Caleb is currently a medical student at Michigan State University’s College of Osteopathic Medicine.  He graduated with a triple major in Biology, Cell and Molecular Biology, and Biomedical Science with a minor in Chemistry from Grand Valley State University.  He performed genetic research for two years at GVSU and worked as a genetic lab assistant for a year at GVSU’s research facility.  He has graciously offered to communicate with any current PCA students interested in these fields of study.  

Natalie Matson, Class of 2009

 “Even though it has been almost two years since I graduated from PCA in 2009, I thought it necessary to let you know that it is still paying off for me in big ways. Currently, I am a sophomore at Syracuse University majoring in Political Science. My goal is to eventually contribute to the government process in D.C. Because of my connection to PCA and the reputation it has, I was able to secure an internship working with Congressman Thaddeus McCotter on Capitol Hill this summer. I will be working with Aaron Welty, who previously attended PCA and currently works for the Congressman as well.  Taking the trip to D.C. as junior and having A.P. U.S. History and Government with Mr. Schmidt and Mr. Gillett furthered my excitement to be involved in government. Thank you for your commitment to holding this school to higher standards. I am so thankful for it and it seems to be paying off. The lessons I learned at PCA have been invaluable and I thought you should know.”

Sincerely, Natalie Matson, Political Science Major, Syracuse University

WHY CHOOSE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?


Schools are social institutions in which students learn about the world and their roles therein.  According to author Richard Edlin, The Cause of Christian Education, "Christian schools are uniquely positioned to join with Christian parents in preparing and challenging young people to be Christ's ambassadors within a culture fixated on self-centered consumerism, bewildered cynicism and heart-wrenching despair."

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Job 28:28

Believing that Christian schools serve an increasingly vital purpose, he recommends parents "seriously consider the religious environment of the school in which they wish to immerse their children and from which they will absorb their values and views of life."  He adds, "The Christian ethic is incompatible with secular humanism which underlies modern education."

The goals of a Christian education are not shared by the secular world.  When parents enroll their children in a Christian school, they are demonstrating their commitment to have their children learn about mathematics, social studies, science, literature, music, and other subjects in a way that helps them to see God at work in His world, and a way that ideally lead youngsters to respond in obedient service to God through these subjects.

In Christian schools:

· Students learn a pattern of life built on the certainty of the Word of God.
· The Christianity is reflected in every activity of the school.
· Teachers are bonded through a common purpose and a strong spirit of support and sharing.
· Students discover their glorious potential as part of God's creation; they are encouraged to develop all of their abilities in response to              the Lord.
· Teachers model Christian behavior.
· Students learn that conservation is about much more than a scarcity of resources; it has to do with good stewardship and accountability to the Creator.
· Graduates have a positive sense of destiny.
Much of what is recorded in the four gospels shows Jesus educating His apostles in what was involved in the ministry of the kingdom of God.  As he taught them, Jesus adapted His "curriculum" so that it reflected who His students were, where they were from, and where they were going.  Like our students today, the disciples needed a strong refuge and role model during their time of training.

By sending their students to Christian schools, parents are bringing up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord as commanded in Ephesians 6:4.

BIBLICAL REASONS FOR SENDING CHILDREN TO A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
By: Dr. Wayne Grodin
The main reason my wife Margaret and I sent our children to our local Christian School was a conviction that Scripture directs Christian parents to give their children a Bible-based education whenever they have opportunity to do so. I have listed here six Biblical principles which we found very persuasive.
1. All of a child’s education should be Bible‐centered and God‐centered. “Parents, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). I’m saddened when Christian parents tell me of the frustration and stress their children experience in secular schools, but I also wonder if parents aren’t doing exactly what Ephesians 6:4 says not to do: putting their children, day after day, in situations that “exasperate” them, that “provoke them to anger,” or to sorrow or frustration. Training that is not “of the Lord” will do that: the contrast in the verse (“do not exasperate...instead bring them up in the training of the Lord”) tells us we should expect “exasperated” children from secular education.
2. Education should be positive and truthful. Sometimes parents think that a secular environment will “strengthen” their children by forcing them to stand up for their own beliefs. But God’s Word does not endorse that viewpoint. It does not say, “give a child twelve years of training in the way he should not go, and he will be made strong by it.” Instead, God tells us, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6). I know of no verse of Scripture that tells me that secular training will “strengthen” Christian children. It may callous them so they view sin as more “normal.” It may harden them so they care more about the things of the world and less about God. It may desensitize them so they are more comfortable living in the midst of repeated sin against their Lord. But it will not strengthen them as Christian men and women: “Train a child in the way he should go.”
3. Peer influence should be positive and Christlike. Parents sometimes think it helps or strengthens their children to spend much time with children who have different moral standards and goals for life. But God’s Word disagrees and reminds us that children will tend to become more and more like their frequent companions. “He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffer harm” (Proverbs 13:20). “Do not be deceived, ‘Bad company ruins good morals’” (I Corinthians 15:13). This year we’ve seen the results of good peer influence in our boys’ lives. They’ve picked up from friends at our Christian Academy a deeper concern for prayer, for purity of speech, for missions, for kindness of others, for respect for authority, etc. And in general they’re happier! They love their school. Their education is the kind God wants it to be – and even very young children sense that, although they can’t explain it.
4. Every teacher’s pattern of life should be worthy of imitation. Children are great imitators. A teacher they like will have a tremendous impact not only on studies, but on attitudes toward all aspects of life. Jesus knew that, for He said, “Every one when he is fully taught will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).
5. Only God‐centered education gives true wisdom. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 9:10). “In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). This is the reason our secular educational systems have strayed from the truth. Isn’t it foolish to think we can get a true perspective on God’s creation from a system that begins by excluding His words? Here is the issue: Do you really think the Bible works in the real world? Does it give crucial guidance in modern life? If not – if we quietly assume the Bible is mainly intended for use inside Sunday School classes – then secular education will be our natural choice. But if we do think the Bible guides us in all areas of life, then we’ll give our children education that applies Scripture to every area of training for life.
6. Christian school is the best hope for transforming society. Jesus tells us, “You are the salt of the earth...you are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13, 14). Society is to be influenced and guided by Christians! But why aren’t we doing this more today? I think the largest reason is our meek acceptance of secular education all the way from kindergarten to the university Ph.D. School is where we learn to think. It’s where we learn how to work and relate to others and influence the world. But if that whole process excludes God’s own viewpoint in Scripture for 12 years, our Christian witness grows accustomed to being accustomed to being mute, and it remains uneducated, never growing beyond the “Sunday School” level. Our lamp is “put under a bushel,” and salt loses its saltiness and is “no longer good for anything” (Matthew 5:13, 15). Christian parents sometimes say they want their children to “be salt and light” in secular schools. But how much salt and light can untrained, silent Christians be? Must we not rather train our children in a Christian school? I assure you, if you do so you will see God’s blessing on your children and your whole family. For all eternity, you will not regret making this decision.

Is Christian Education Worth the Cost?

by Claude E. “Bud” Schindler, Jr.

From a parent: “I sat today during Xenia Christian’s senior chapel with tears streaming down my face in gratefulness for what my daughter has learned throughout her young 18 years of life. I watched in wonder as she and her classmates sang and celebrated together with gratefulness for what God has done in their midst over the years. It was wonderful to see the love these kids have for their God, one another, and their school. Our daughter has learned countless lessons during her years at Xenia Christian. But the greatest lesson she has learned, through your input and ours, is how to love the Lord her God with all of her heart, soul, mind and strength; and to love her neighbor as herself. She is ready. She is ready to be a beacon of light to a lost world! And we are ecstatic about that. Thank you again for your input into her life.”  What a joy to receive such letters. 

Psalm 1 teaches us that our students should not be taught, led, or counseled by the unbeliever, but they are to meditate on God’s Word day and night. Scripture teaches that this is to be done every moment of the day. Given the secularization of our world today, this is literally impossible in our public schools, where political correctness prevails. Students are forbidden to pray, use God’s Word as a guide, and told that Truth can be whatever they want it to be.

In Mark 10:13-14, Scripture teaches that children are to be brought into the presence of the Son of God. His disciples hindered the children and tried to send them away but Jesus became indignant because He wanted the little children to be brought into His presence so he could lay His hands on them, bless and pray for them. In Christian schools today, teachers literally represent Christ as they reach out to touch the lives of children in their classrooms.

The question is, do you want your children to be touched and encouraged by an ambassador of Jesus Christ or do you want them placed in a system where Truth is not presented and secular humanism reigns? Our Founding Fathers believed in a kind of Christian education similar to Martin Luther’s. Luther said, “I am very much afraid that schools will prove to be the gates of hell unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy Scriptures, engraving them in the hearts of youth. I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount. Every institution in which men are not increasingly occupied with the Word of God must become corrupt.” 

Sheltering Students: A Bad Thing?

By Bud Schindler

There are several objections I hear about the need for Christian education. Some say Christian schools shelter children from the “real world” and that sheltered children crumble when exposed to the secular world. Many feel that Christian children influence the public school system.

Do Christian schools shelter students from the “real world”? No more than God sheltered Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden when he commanded them not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge! Satan challenged God’s command by telling Eve, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen. 3) Satan’s desire was to convince Eve that she lacked something because she knew only good. This kind of thinking is still with us today. Christian education does indeed protect children—not from the world but from the confusion that comes from learning two different mindsets—one that teaches God is part of their lives and academic subjects and one that doesn’t.

Who then will influence the public schools for Christ? I thank God for the Christians who work in the public school system. These brothers and sisters shine God’s love, kindness, and compassion in a system that does not allow Him to be part of the classroom.

I agree with the late radio-commentator Paul Harvey who said, “Years ago it was argued that students maturing in a sheltered environment would be like hothouse plants—unprepared for the cold outside world. Now, more and more Americans are realizing that it is in fact the public school student who is over-protected. He is ‘sheltered’ from religious instruction and exposed to all forms of non-Christian philosophy and behavior.”

Christian education from parents and the local church in partnership with Christian schools teaches children how to think and act like Jesus Christ free from contradictory teaching. A government-school education, no matter how wonderful academically, cannot teach children a biblically based worldview or to filter everything through the Bible.

At one time, noted Bible scholar Dr. Roy Zuck agreed with the objections to Christian schooling. In thinking through the logic he concluded that he was mistaken. “A hothouse is actually beneficial, not harmful to young tender plants. They need protection, care, and nurture in their early days. This helps them become strong and sturdy. Likewise, children need the protection, care and nurture of a Christian environment” says Zuck. “Children attending secularized school systems are not being adjusted to the world. They are being conformed to the world.”

Adam and Eve chose not to live under God’s sheltering and paid dearly for it. Not only were they not prepared to handle evil, God never wished for them to understand it! Deuteronomy 6 tells us to “Impress upon our children” God’s commands and to do it all the time. We are to teach them to love Him with all their heart, soul, strength, and mind. Parents must ask themselves what the public schools are impressing upon their children. Does it help or hinder them from fulfilling this command?
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